GPC Minutes January 2026 – Appendix: A


Parish Council Update – January 2026

Elections May 2026
On Thursday 18th December 2025 the Minister of State for Local Government and Homelessness wrote to Leaders of councils with elections in May 2026 where proposals for reorganisation have been submitted and decisions not yet taken to set out views on the postponement of local elections. These councils have been asked to consider if delaying the election could release essential capacity to deliver LGR in their area to allow reorganisation to progress effectively.

HDC has until midnight on 15th January 2026 to consider the submission of a request to delay or not. Further details will be shared with Members on arrangements for consideration of this request.

Extraordinary Council Meeting scheduled for 14th with Council debating 2 recommendations and voting on 1

1. ‘to recommend to Government that HDC agrees to maintain current plans to deliver District Council elections in May 2026 alongside work to progress LGR’. 

2. to recommend to Government that HDC postpones the District Council elections to be held in May 2026 to release essential capacity to deliver LGR in the area and so allow reorganisation to progress more effectively’. 

Garden Waste Subscriptions
Subscriptions for the Garden Waste Collection Service opened in December 2025 for the upcoming service year, which will run from 1 April 2026 to 31 March 2027. 

The cost per year is £57.50 for one garden waste bin and £30 per additional bin (up to a maximum of three additional bins). 

To ensure your garden waste collections continue seamlessly from 1 April 2026, residents encouraged to renew subscription as soon as subscriptions open in December 2025. 

New subscribers are able to sign up for the service for the period from 1 April 2026 to 31 March 2027 once subscriptions open in December 2025. 

Returning subscribers (card payments): If you subscribed last year (2025–2026) using a card payment, you will need to renew your subscription for this year (2026–2027) once subscriptions open. 

Returning subscribers (Direct Debit): If you signed up last year via Direct Debit, your subscription would automatically renew each year. You do not need to sign up again.

East Park Energy Solar Project Proposed Solar and Battery Storage Project to 
- Registration Period for Submitting a Relevant Representation: 26 November 2025 – 14 January 2026
To register, Town & Parish Councillors can submit a relevant representation via the Planning Inspectorate's website, where they can also access the full DCO application: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010141.

If Town & Parish Councillors have any questions with regard to the planning process or registration period for submitting a relevant representation, they should not hesitate in getting in touch with the Applicant (BSSL Cambsbed 1 Limited). 

The applicant can be contacted by telephone: 0808 258 5991 (Line open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5.30pm) or by email: info@eastparkenergy.co.uk.

Huntingdonshire District Council supports renewable energy in principle but has not yet formed a final view on the East Park Energy proposal. 

The Council has included in its draft submission to the Planning Inspectorate that, before the scheme could be considered acceptable, more work is needed to understand and address its effects on local landscape and views, the loss of high-quality farmland, and the impact on nearby heritage sites, particularly Warren House. 

HDC will continue to take part in the Examination to seek stronger evidence and safeguards on these issues before any overall judgment is made.
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