GPC Annual Parish Assembly May 2026 – Appendix B
Annual Parish Meeting – District Council Annual Report
Stephen Cawley – District Councillor
Introduction
Good evening. I’m Stephen Cawley, District Councillor for the past four years, and this report summarises the main district‑level developments affecting Great Staughton and neighbouring villages.
This report summarises some of the key developments at district and regional level over the past year that may affect residents of Great Staughton and the surrounding villages.
Local Government Reorganisation
One of the most significant issues currently affecting local government is the Government’s programme of local government reorganisation. The aim is to simplify the current two-tier system of district and county councils into new unitary authorities, where a single council provides all local government services.
Huntingdonshire District Council supports Option E, creating:
· a standalone Huntingdonshire unitary
· a Peterborough–Fenland–East Cambs unitary
· a Cambridge City–South Cambs unitary
I too support Option E
Indicative timetable: consultation (Jan–Mar 2026), district elections (May 2026), Government decision (July 2026), shadow authority elections (May 2027), and new authorities operational from April 2028.
District Council Budget and Council Tax
The Liberal Democrat–led Joint Administration approved the 2025/26 budget, including the maximum permitted council tax rise of £5 for Band D for the fourth consecutive year. HDC’s share remains a small portion of the total bill but funds services such as waste, planning, leisure and environmental services. Despite national financial pressures, HDC currently holds a strong financial position.

Corporate Priorities and Transformation
The council continues its programme to modernise services by:
· expanding digital access
· streamlining internal processes
· prioritising frontline services
· strengthening financial resilience
Scrutiny panels have reviewed performance, treasury management and service delivery throughout the year.
Local Plan and Development
Work on the Local Plan to 2046 continues, with Preferred Options consultation held in late 2025. Increased national housing targets have placed pressure on the five‑year land supply, at times triggering the “tilted balance” in favour of sustainable development.
The East Park solar and battery project continues through the national planning process; HDC supported the proposal with noted reservations.
As your local Councillor, I registered my objection to the scheme.
Waste and Recycling Services
Garden Waste
The subscription service continues for 2025–26 at £57.50 per bin.
Weekly Food Waste Collections
From April 2026, weekly food waste collections began, with each household receiving a kitchen caddy and external bin. All food waste types will be accepted.
Environmental Initiatives
The council has promoted subsidised composters, community garden waste bins and free compost deliveries to suitable parish sites.

Environmental and Climate Initiatives
The Net Zero Villages Grant Scheme offers £5,000–£50,000 for rural carbon‑reduction projects. The annual climate conference brought together residents and experts, and new planning guidance is being developed to support sustainable design in the emerging Local Plan.

Public Realm and Community Improvements
The Street Pride Team, launched in April 2025, works across towns and villages to improve public spaces.
Civil Parking Enforcement transferred from the police to HDC in 2025; full enforcement has now begun, with generally positive resident feedback.

Health, Leisure and Community Wellbeing
Plans continue for a new Huntingdon Sport and Health Hub, part of wider efforts to promote healthier lifestyles and community wellbeing.

Community Funding Opportunities
The Huntingdonshire Futures Grant Scheme supports cultural and community projects, while CIL funding rounds continue to help deliver local infrastructure improvements.

Conclusion
Finally, I would like to say what an honour it has been to serve as your local representative over the past four years. It has been a privilege to work with parish councils, community groups and residents across the ward, and to support the many volunteers who contribute so much to village life.
I am pleased to say that I have recently been reselected as the Conservative candidate for the May 2026 District Council elections, and I very much hope to have the opportunity to continue representing and supporting our communities in the years ahead.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to present this report, and I look forward to continuing to work with the Parish Council and residents of Great Staughton.
