Parish Council Update – August/September 2026

Food Waste Collection Proves a Success
Five months after the launch of weekly food waste collections, HDC reported that residents had diverted around 1,500 tonnes of food waste from general rubbish. The waste is processed into renewable energy and fertiliser rather than going to landfill. The council has also launched a publicity campaign explaining what can be recycled through food waste caddies.
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins-waste/food-waste/ 

Dog Control Consultation Opens
A new Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) consultation has been launched on dog control measures across Huntingdonshire. Residents are being invited to comment on how dogs should be managed in public spaces.
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/consultations/pspo-dog-control-public-consultation/ 

Extraordinary Council Meeting: Leadership Challenge
An Extraordinary Council meeting was held on 1 September following a motion of no confidence in Council Leader. Much of the debate centred on the Capital & Centric regeneration consultation and concerns over governance, accountability, communications and project oversight. 

· Raised questions about council leadership and governance.
· Highlighted significant public concern regarding regeneration proposals.
 


Capital & Centric Regeneration Debate Continues
At the Full Council meeting on 9 September, councillors will consider a motion regarding regeneration projects involving Capital & Centric and key sites in St Neots, Huntingdon and St Ives. The motion calls for greater transparency regarding spending, deliverables and future decisions, and proposes ending further work under the current arrangements if considered necessary.  
Affected sites include:
· Tebbutts Road car park, St Neots
· Princes Street bus station and car park, Huntingdon
· Former cattle market square and gatehouse, St Ives 
 
Local Plan to 2046 Moves Forward
Council will consider the Pre-Submission Local Plan to 2046 together with supporting sustainability and consultation documents at the meeting on 9 September. The Local Plan will guide decisions on housing growth, employment land, infrastructure and the protection of the environment across the district up to 2046.

If Council supports the Plan, it will then go forward for further, final consultation before submission to Planning Inspectorate by 31 December 2026. 
Why it matters
· Will shape where homes and jobs are located.
· Influences roads, schools, health services and community facilities.
· Affects towns and villages throughout Huntingdonshire. 

Community Chest Grant Scheme
The Community Chest Grant Scheme is inviting applications from community groups and organisations that can help Huntingdonshire District Council deliver the priorities set out in its Corporate Plan 2023 - 2028.

Projects should contribute to one or more of the following priorities:
· Improving quality of life and wellbeing for everyone
· Keeping people out of crisis
· Supporting people in crisis
· Reducing carbon emissions.
Community groups and organisations seeking financial support to deliver projects that address these priorities are encouraged to apply from 3 July 2026.
 
The Community Chest Grant Scheme provides an opportunity for local organisations to make a positive difference in their communities while supporting the Council's strategic objectives.
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3uamuvru/community-chest-funding-criteria.pdf 
Any questions: crm_communitydevelopment@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  

Parking Strategy
Huntingdonshire District Council has now brought forward its draft Parking Strategy, which was reviewed by the Overview & Scrutiny Panel on 2 September. The strategy sets out a clearer, evidence‑based approach to how parking will be managed across the district — including future investment in car parks, improved signage and technology, and a stronger focus on supporting town‑centre vitality. Importantly, it also reflects feedback from residents and businesses gathered through earlier engagement phases. Once finalised by Cabinet, the strategy will guide how parking provision is planned, maintained and improved over the coming years, ensuring it remains safe, accessible and responsive to local needs.
