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Parish Council Update – November 2025 
Environmentally Sustainable Design and Construction - Technical Advice Note
This TAN is referenced in Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan to 2046 which is due out for consultation on 5th November.  This aims to drive Environmentally Sustainable Design and Construction and the priorities it places on: improving housing, forward thinking economic growth, and lowering carbon emissions.

Huntingdonshire to Explore Standalone Unitary Authority
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) has announced it will develop a business case for a standalone unitary authority as part of the government’s review of local government in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 

We will be taking ALL proposals to the joint scrutiny group, full council (19 November) and cabinet (24 November).  Submission to Central Government (end November)

January to March 2026 – Government carries out statutory consultation
May 2026 – HDC Elections
July 2026 – Government announces decision
May 2027 – elections to the shadow authorities
April 2028 – Go live date for new authorities

Civil Parking Enforcement
We are now 2 months on from the Department for Transport designating Huntingdonshire as a Civil Enforcement Area which allowed us to take on on-street enforcement for a number of offences from the Police.

The team are still being met with positive reception from the public whilst out patrolling and we have also received written thanks residents who have struggled to access resident permit bays.

During August, a 4-week warning notice period was in operation.
• Off-street PCNs 111
• On-street Warning Notices 806

September has seen the move from warning notices to Penalty Charges:
• Off-street PCNs 218
• On-street PCNs 696

Capital & Centric
The Council’s Cabinet confirmed in July the wish to work with Capital & Centric to look at potential sites across the Market Towns that may offer regeneration opportunities.
 
Capital & Centric are widely recognised in delivering socially impactful property development, with a bold vision to transform unloved spaces into vibrant, design-led communities.
 
They are based in Manchester, and have delivered over 2 million sq ft of development in the past decade and are currently driving forward £2 billion worth of regeneration projects across the UK. Locally they have started work at Northstowe in partnership with Homes England, delivering homes and a vibrant town centre for the new community.

Local Plan to 2046 Update: 'Preferred Options'
 
Consultation starts 5th November!
The consultation page will go live on 5th November and you have until 17 December to comment.
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/planning/local-plan-update/preferred-options 

Christmas and New Year Waste Collections
As we approach the festive season, waste and recycling collection days will change over the Christmas and New Year period.  Details of the revised schedule along with information on Household Recycling Centre opening times, Christmas tree recycling options, and the introduction of weekly food waste collections coming in 2026 are available online. www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins.

[bookmark: x_HRC]Household Recycling Centres
The household recycling centres will close at 1pm on Christmas Eve and will be closed on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

[bookmark: x_Tree]Give Your Christmas Tree a Second Life!
Once the festivities are over, don’t let your Christmas tree go to waste, recycle it.  Either put out with your garden waste collection for kerbside collection, but make sure it fits in the bin otherwise it will not be collected, or you can also take your tree to your local recycling centre for recycling.

HDC will be informing residents of these changes and the food collection process via a bin hanger which will be placed on grey bins over the next two weeks.  They will also be posting on their social media sites.

Be a Councillor Event - 9th December
HDC is planning to run a 'Be a councillor' event on Tuesday, 9 December 2025 at 7.00pm in the Civic Suite, Pathfinder House, Huntingdon.  This event is to encourage residents and those who work in the District to find out what being a local Councillor entails. There will also be an opportunity for attendees to get further advice on the election/nomination process and other support available to councillors.

More details on the HDC website later this week.

Note for Ellington & Grafham
HDC has a Local Plan Policy (LP28) which could allow small developments in villages if affordable housing is provided which is prioritised to people with a local connection.
 
As part of our work, HDC has a formal partnership with Cambridgeshire ACRE and they help in engagement with parish councils.    They have approached Grafham and Ellington Parish Councils who in their Neighbourhood Plans, confirmed support in principle for such an initiative.  ACRE has yet to receive a response.  Is there interest?
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