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              Welcome to Messy Church  

             Good Friday 29th March  

                      10:30  - 12.30 
                              in  

      Grafham Village Hall  

Messy Church worship is for everyone  
especially family groups.  

There are various crafts, worship songs, 
Bible story and a talk, followed by  

a simple buffet meal.  

We look forward to meeting you. 

                                   
Messy Church logo ©  
Bible Reading Fellowship 2021  

ALL SAINTS GRAFHAM 

Easter Day - 31st March - Open Church   
2.30 - 4 pm 

Find more details on page 2 
in View from the Pew  

Editor’s note…  
It’s March already, the month that welcomes Spring 

(meteorologically on the 1st, astronomically on the 20th.) 

It’s also the month that the clocks go forward an hour 

at the start of British Summer Time on the 26th. 

The season of Lent and the run up to Easter takes up all of March; have 

a look at ‘Waiting in the Dark’ on page 7, written by Sarah our curate. 

There are several events not to be missed during March. Every Monday, 

remember to search for money off vouchers hidden around the village 

that can be used in the village shop, see Talking Shop on page 5 for 

details. There’s the Wildlife Trust talk on 13th, see page 4 for time 

and venue. A few days after that you can celebrate St Patricks Day in 

The Grafham Trout on 17th, see poster on right. Lent lunches continue 

on Mondays until 18th, details can be found on page 6. Have a look 

on pages 6 and 8 to see what’s on at St Neots Museum this month. 

Open Church at Grafham is on Easter Sunday 31st, details are in 

‘View from the Pew,’ page 2. Tea and Chat dates are on page 12 

and there’s more throughout! 

Please send in your contributions in good time for the next deadline - 

by first thing - 9am on Friday 15th March for the April issue.  

                                                             Happy Easter on 31st! 

                                                       Editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Grafham Church Maintenance Morning   9.30 to 12.30     

 Saturday 16th March - See page 8 for details  

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/
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For a full list of services for all three churches visit:  

https://eastleightonstone.com and click on Calendar 

Also see: https://www.facebook.com/East Leightonstone  

Listed on the left, you will find: 

•  All Grafham Services (except on Wednesdays not listed, 

a short informal  Morning Prayer at Grafham 09.00 - 09.30 
is open to all) 

•  Sunday services for Brampton and Ellington  

•  some extra services at times e.g. Christmas, Easter 

The Brampton 11.00 Sunday service is live-streamed every 
week and can be accessed via the You Tube site 

Contacting the clergy:  

Duncan Goldthorpe  01480 459246 or 07907 694177 

rev.duncan.goldthorpe@eastleightonstone.com  

Keith Wood Churchwarden, Brampton  

07802 368 659  

wardens@eastleightonstone.com 

Sue Roberts Churchwarden, Brampton  

07980 889904   

wardens@eastleightonstone.com 

1st Sun     3rd March 09.30  Morning Worship Grafham   

  11.00   Holy Communion  Brampton   

Mothering 
Sunday 

10th March 09.30   Mothering Sunday Service  
                            Ellington 

  11.00  Mothering Sunday Service  
                           Brampton   

  18.30   Taizé Grafham 

Wed 13th March 09.00 Morning Prayer with Duncan, 
                               Grafham 

3rd Sun  17th March 09.30   Morning Worship Ellington  

  11.00  Holy Communion Brampton  

Wed 20th March 09.00 Morning Prayer with Duncan, 
                               Grafham 

24th March 09.30  Holy Communion Grafham  Palm 
Sunday   11.00   Morning Worship Brampton  

Easter 
Sunday 

31st March 11.00  Holy Communion Brampton  

                14.30 to 16.30 Open Church, Grafham  

1st Sun     7th April 09.30  Morning Worship Grafham   

  11.00   Holy Communion  Brampton   

To join the mailing list for the Parish Newsletter,  

visit: http://www.eastleightonstone.com and click News 

 All Saints Church, Grafham 
Paperback book sales continue in the porch. Thank you for your donations, they provide a  

valuable source of income for our church. A payment box is attached to the bookshelf.  

                                 Grafham, Ellington and Brampton Services  

Sunday 24th March 

          (Palm Sunday) 

09.30  Holy Communion   
Grafham  

Monday   25th March 19.30  Compline Ellington 

Tuesday  26th March  19.30  Compline Grafham  

Wednesday 27th March 19.30  Tenebrae Brampton   

Thursday 28th March 

(Maundy Thursday) 

19.30 Holy Communion Brampton  

Friday 29th March  

         (Good Friday) 

10.30 Messy Easter Grafham Village Hall 

14.00 The Last Hour  Brampton 

Sunday 31st March 

            (Easter Day) 

11.00 Holy Communion Brampton  

14.30 to 16.30 Open Church, Grafham                   

Easter Services - Grafham, Ellington and Brampton  

February has been a quiet time in church and at the time of writ-
ing it is Ash Wednesday when worshippers receive the sign of 
the cross marked in ash on their forehead. Lent is a time of re-
pentance and devotion to God. Our Lent lunches are taking place 
in the Village Hall on Mondays 12 till 2.00 on the dates listed on 
page 6. They consist of a short period of bible study/reflection 
followed by a simple soup and bread lunch. 

Church Services during Lent and over Easter for Grafham, Ellington 
and Brampton are listed above and include the following. 

On 10th March Mothering Sunday services will be held at Ellington at 
09.30, Brampton at 11.00 and on 24th March the Palm Sunday 
service will be at Grafham, 09.30. 

On Good Friday, 29th March, Messy Easter will take place at 
Grafham Village Hall at 10.30 (This is a worship activity suitable 
for everyone, especially family groups. It includes various craft 
activities, songs and a bible story followed by a simple buffet 
meal.) Later that day, Good Friday reflections - The Last Hour - 
will be at Brampton at 2.00.  

The Easter Day service is at Brampton, at 11.00. Our usual Open 
Church at Grafham is in the afternoon from 2.30 to 4pm when all 
are welcome to tea and cake, with traditional live music to listen 
to and lovely flower arrangements to enjoy. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

 

A new home bible study group is starting on 11th April at 7.30 pm 
at 8 Cedar Close led by Frankie Stead. This is to explore some of 
the texts that are 
less familiar to us.  
If you are interest-
ed in joining this 
small group please  
contact Hazel:  
07870 307388. 

 

Have You Tried Flower Arranging? 
In our small flower arranging group, we are all amateurs but 

have gained experience and confidence over the years 

 with practice! One lady who came to us as a complete beginner 

went on to become a professional florist!  

If you are a beginner and would like to have a go, contact  

Hazel 07870 307388 or Jill 07893 720835 who will  

be delighted to get you started and support you in your efforts! 

If you have had some experience of flower arranging or maybe 

you are an expert already, please get in touch as we would   

welcome you into our group also! 

 View from the Pew       

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://eastleightonstone.com/
https://eastleightonstone.com/calendar
https://ww.facebook.com/East%20Leightonstone
https://www.eastleightonstone.com/worship/
http://www.eastleightonstone.com/
mailto:Rev.duncan.goldthorpe@eastleightonstone.com
mailto:wardens@eastleightonstone.com
mailto:wardens@eastleightonstone.com
http://www.eastleightonstone.com/
http://www.eastleightonstone.com/news
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For more information about your Parish Council see the village website: 
https://grafham.org.uk/index.php/parish-council/ or contact a member of the parish council or the parish clerk, details below. 

Grafham Parish Council   Parish Clerk, Lisa Hazel clerk@grafhampc.org 

Ian Gardener Chair 01480 812821 i.gardener@grafhampc.org      David Russell d.russell@grafhampc.org  

Patrick Curran p.curran@grafhampc.org  Carole Baber c.baber@grafhampc.org  Jo Dunn j.dunn@grafhampc.org 
Sunil Gogna  s.gogna@grafhampc.org      Diana Thomas d.thomas@grafhampc.org 

 Contact details for Grafham’s Parish, District and County Councillors  

Grafham’s County Councillor                                       

Ken Billington   07725 764889 

ken.billington@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
14 Cranfield Way 
Brampton, Huntingdon 
PE28 4QZ 

Grafham’s District Councillor   

Stephen Cawley 07925 741167 

stephen.cawley@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 

34 North Road 
Alconbury Weston 
PE28 4JU  

Brampton Church Land Charity 
This not-for-profit charity meets twice each year to receive grant applications, and typically, although not exclusively, 

supports applications for grants from £250 to £750, so larger amounts may be considered.  

The next Trustees Meeting will be held on 15th April, and so if you have a project which relates to the Church of 

England or another charitable cause in the parish of East Leightonstone (Brampton, Grafham and Ellington) or the 

adjacent parishes, please contact the clerk to the Trustees at 31 Cranfield Way Brampton Huntingdon PE28 4QZ, 

or email churchlandcharity@protonmail.com for an application form to be completed and submitted preferably not 

less than 2 weeks prior to the above meeting. 

Every Year, Mothering Sunday is on the fourth Sunday of Lent, the 40 days that the Christian Church recognises 

as preparation for Easter and a time of self-reflection. Traditionally it was the day that apprentices and domestic 

servants were given time off to visit their mothers and/or families and mother church, taking flowers and maybe 

simnel cake.  

Some Christians give up certain foods in Lent but on the fourth Sunday, also known as Refreshment Sunday, 

this fasting can be relaxed.                                                                                              

  Mothering Sunday and Refreshment Sunday - 10th March in 2024 

Ed  

PARISH NEWS  

Gigabit Broadband 
Gigaclear are actively rolling out full-fibre broadband in Grafham, having started to connect homes from early 

January, a few weeks ahead of schedule. The Village Hall Committee has successfully applied to Gigaclear 

for their free community hub service. The fibre has been routed to the Hall and will be fully connected on the 

21st February. Gigaclear have encouraged us to extend the free Wi-Fi service throughout the site, and prep-

arations have commenced for connecting the shop and pub. 

MVAS 
For January, the MVAS were located by Chestnut Close (incoming from Buckden/Perry) and in Breach Road, by the Cinnamon 

(incoming from Ellington.)  

Village Hall Grounds 
New Hedge - saplings have been hand planted along the back border of the flower beds and other small areas. Once fully 

established this will provide a habitat for wildlife, clean our air and capture carbon.  

Compost Bin – A compost bin is to be shortly installed in the flower beds. The compost bin is in the shape of a beehive which 

we hope will blend in with the environment.  Please do not worry it is not an actual working beehive! 

Save the Date - Village Litter Pick  
Grafham Parish Council has organised a ‘Spring Clean Litter Pick’ to take place on Saturday 27th April 2024, 10.30 am. 

Anyone interested in joining this event please meet at the Village Hall, Brampton Road at 10.30am. All equipment needed will 

be provided.  

There will be refreshments available in the Village Hall afterwards.  

The next meeting is on Tuesday 5th March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.    
Cllr Ian Gardener  
Chairman, Grafham Parish Council  

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://grafham.org.uk/index.php/parish-council/
mailto:I.Gardener@grafhampc.org
mailto:D.Russell@grafhampc.org
mailto:p.curran@grafhampc.org
mailto:C.Baber@GrafhamPC.org
mailto:J.Dunn@grafhampc.org
mailto:S.Gogna@GrafhamPC.org
mailto:churchlandcharity@protonmail.com
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Covid Keep up to date by visiting:  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus and  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

The TING bus will collect you from any address within the service 

area. Journeys must be pre-booked, but this can be done on the 

day of travel, by ringing 01157 773 187 or by downloading the 

Vectare DRT app. Buses operate Mon-Sat except bank holidays. 

First pick-ups are available from 06:00 with last drop-offs by 20:00. 

The fare is £2 each way (£1 for under 19yrs.) Concessionary 

passes are accepted 09:30 to 23:00 Monday -Friday and at all 

times on Saturdays.  

If you plan to travel with a wheelchair, pushchair, suitcases or 

shopping trolley, then book via telephone so that a larger TING 

vehicle is assigned to you. There are a limited number of buses 

operating, so book one week in advance to avoid disappointment. 

If more riders use the buses, we can make a better case to expand 

the service. View the TING service map and read  more            

details on the Vectare website:  

                                 https://localbus.vectare.co.uk/ting 

The TING bus - no bus stop required 

All emergencies 999    

Police non-emergencies 101   

NHS - help for your symptoms 111 

Hard of hearing textphone service 18001 101 or  
for emergencies Text 999  

Huntingdon Police Station 01480 456111 

Anti-terrorism Hotline   0800 789 321   

Action Fraud  0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555111 (anonymous)  

To report anti-social behaviour in Grafham 01480 388388 or 
email: crm_cpe@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  

To stop unwanted phone calls 
Telephone Preference Service TPS 0345 070 0707 

To stop unwanted mail (Royal Mail) 03457 740 740  

Power cut  Call 105 or 0800 31 63 105 or   
text POWER and your postcode to 80876  
                      http://www.powercut105.com/                                         

Useful Phone Numbers     

   Wildlife Trust 
  Wed 13

th
 March at 7.30pm 

           Arnold Cooke 
A History of Amphibian Conservation 

www.wildlifebcn.org 

The Huntingdonshire Local Group of the Wildlife Trust is 

pleased to welcome Arnold Cooke on Wednesday 13th 

March at 7.30pm at Brampton Memorial Hall.  

This is our final indoor talk for the winter season and Arnold 

will describe the development of amphibian conservation 

from our local and national perspectives. 

Arnold moved to Huntingdonshire in the late 1960s and has 

been involved with amphibian conservation and research 

since that time, including working for the national nature 

conservation agencies. Since leaving English Nature in the 

late 1990s, Arnold has continued to pursue his interests in 

amphibians, reptiles and birds. He has published widely in 

these areas, including on the status of Britain’s amphibians 

and reptiles, pollutants in birds and the environmental 

impact of the introduced species of deer. 

Everyone is most welcome to attend. Booking is not necessary. 

The charge is £3.50 and payment is by cash or card.        

We meet at Brampton Memorial Hall, Thrapston Road, 

Brampton, PE28 4TB.  

For more information please contact George:  

01480 450809 or georgecottam@virginmedia.com 

 

Next month’s session 

Spring Walks 

Sat 20th and Sun 28th April 10.30am  

The first walk will be at Portholme Meadow on Saturday 20th 

April with Dr. Pat Doody.  

This will be followed by our annual bluebell walk, on Sunday 

28th April at Brampton Wood, led by George Cottam and 

other wardens, depending upon demand 
 

More details to follow in the April issue 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Part of the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and  

Northamptonshire  Registered Charity No: 1000412 

For waste and recycling services, visit 

www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins or   

call 01480 388640 between 8.45am and 5.00pm 

“Has the bin man bin Mam?” 
Alternate Wednesdays    
Blue Bin - Recycling and Black Bin - Refuse   

Every other Thursday  Green Bin - Garden Waste                                                          

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://localbus.vectare.co.uk/ting
mailto:crm_cpe@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
http://www.powercut105.com/
https://www.wildlifebcn.org/
http://www.wildlifebcn.org
mailto:georgecottam@virginmedia.com
http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins
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 Talking Shop 

www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk  01480 810119        See back page for Winter Opening Hours 

How’s all it going 
Thanks to everyone for their support of the 

shop and buying the GFB (Grafham Festive 

Bag.) We had a really good December and 

so far we are having a slightly better - ie 

breaking even, rather than losing money - first quarter of 

2024. We believe the January Sale and February Souper 

Tuesdays are getting a few more people into the shop and/or 

they are spending a bit more. Our next excitement is the 

Hides of March - see following item. 

Beware the Hides of March 
During March, the Shop Committee’s Chief Squirrel will be 

hiding £25 worth of money-off vouchers around the village 

(mostly within the 30mph boundaries). Each Monday four A5 

laminated vouchers - three £5 and one worth £10 - will be 

strategically placed in interesting locations. The vouchers 

can only be reclaimed at the shop and are valid until 31st 

March. Some terms and conditions will apply. 

Roof Saga Continues 
Despite our best efforts earlier in the year, the heavy rains this 

winter have really tested the roof and an inevitable trickle from 

somewhere re-appeared in December. Extra sheeting on top 

seems to have stopped the drip and the Shop Committee have 

obtained quotes and decided to press on with a thorough repair. 

Race Night - 20th April 
We are grateful to The Grafham Trout for joining with us to 

organise a Race Night in aid of the shop and its roof repair. 

See elsewhere in the Gossip for news of this event and 

mark your race cards for the big day! (page 8) 

Tweak to Sunday opening hours  
Sunday opening will be extended back to 10am - 4pm from 

17
th
 March to coincide with the campsite re-opening.  

Ingredients 

• 230ml vegetable oil, plus extra for the tin 

• 100g natural yogurt 

•  4 large eggs 

•  ½ tsp vanilla extract 

•  ½ orange, zested 

•  265g self-raising flour 

•  335g light muscovado sugar 

•  2½ tsp ground cinnamon 

•  ¼ fresh nutmeg, finely grated 

•  265g carrots (about 3), grated 

•  100g sultanas or raisins 

•  100g walnuts or pecans, roughly 

chopped optional) 

For the icing 

• 100g slightly salted butter, softened 

•  300g icing sugar 

•  100g soft cheese 

 

Carrot Cake How about making a carrot cake for your family or friends on Mothering Sunday, 10th March?  

Method 

• Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan. Oil and line the base and sides of two 20cm cake tins with baking parchment.  

• Whisk the oil, yogurt, eggs, vanilla and zest in a jug.  

• Mix the flour, sugar, cinnamon and nutmeg with a good pinch of salt in a bowl.  

• Add the wet ingredients to the dry, along with the carrots, raisins and half the nuts, if using. Mix well to combine, then divide between 

the tins. 

• Bake for 25-30 mins or until a skewer inserted into the centre of the cake comes out clean. If any wet mixture clings to the skewer, 

return to the oven for 5 mins, then check again. Leave to cool in the tins. 

• To make the icing, beat the butter and sugar together until smooth. Add half the soft cheese and beat again, then add the rest 

(adding it bit by bit prevents the icing from splitting). Remove the cakes from the tins and sandwich together with half the icing. 

Top with the remaining icing and scatter with the remaining walnuts.  

The cake will keep in the fridge for up to five days, but it is best eaten at room temperature. 

The Ides of March 
The Romans did not number each day of a month from the first to the last day. Instead, they counted back from three 

fixed points of the month: the Nones (the 5th or 7th, 8 days before the Ides,) the Ides (13th for most months, but 15th 

in March, May, July and October) and the Kalends (1st of the following month.) Originally the Ides were supposed to 

be determined by the full moon, reflecting the lunar origin of the Roman calendar. In the earliest calendar, the Ides of 

March would have been the first full moon of the new year.  

The Ides of March is best known as the date on which Julius Caesar was assassinated in 44 BC. Caesar was stabbed 

to death at a meeting of the Senate. As many as sixty conspirators, led by Brutus and Cassius, were involved. According 

to the Greek philosopher Plutarch, a seer had warned that harm would come to Caesar on the Ides of March. On his 

way to the Curia of Pompey, where he would be assassinated, Caesar passed the seer and joked, ‘Well, the Ides of March 

are come,’ implying that the prophecy had not been fulfilled, to which the seer replied, ‘Aye, they are come, but they 

are not gone.’ This meeting is famously dramatised in William Shakespeare's play Julius Caesar, when Caesar is 

warned by the soothsayer to ‘Beware the Ides of March.’      
Ed                                 Source: Wikipedia 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
http://www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk
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Could you help make tea or coffee? 

                         at Little Fishes Stay + Play sessions which meet in 
                         the Village Hall on Wednesday mornings in term time. 

                         If you can spare an hour, we‘d be most  
                         grateful if you would join our tea rota!   

 Please email: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

                                                   Or telephone Hazel: 07870 307388  

Send your news, views, photos, recipes and gossip to  

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk by 9am on 15th of every month 

Community Notices  
Notices: no charge if no profit is made   

Community Info, Free to good home, Help wanted. 

Items For Sale: a donation towards printing costs please, to 
reflect  the size of advert/money made, if/when items are sold. 

Profit making events: a donation towards printing costs 
please, to reflect the size of the advert. 

For more details, email: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

Adverts 
Business adverts are priced according to size  

and the space they take up on the page. 
They start at £6.00 for a small box, payable in advance.  

The money goes towards the cost of printing this newsletter. 

We welcome visitors with a charge of £5  

which includes a raffle ticket and refreshments 

Also, monthly coffee mornings open to all  

10.00 - 12.00 on the first Wednesday of the month 

Ellington Village WI  
meets on the first Tuesday of the month   

at 19.30 in Ellington Village Hall 

Lent Lunches  
Grafham Village Hall 12 -2pm 

                       Mondays 26th February,  
                       and 4th, 11th, 18th March 

Starting with a short reflection  
followed by a simple lunch,  

of soup and bread 

All are welcome to come along  

tWhat’s on at St Neots Museum 
stneotsmuseum.org.uk 

8 New Street, St Neots  Tel 01480 214163 

We organise a variety of specialist and family events 
from walks, talks, one day festivals, temporary and    

touring exhibitions.  

Some events are listed below. 
All activities and their booking details can be found on 

the Events page of our website: 
www.stneotsmuseum.org.uk/whats-on/ 

Town Ghost Walks 

 Toddler Time 

 

Cheese and Wine! 

 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://www.stneotsmuseum.org.uk/
http://www.stneotsmuseum.org.uk/whats-on/
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RHS Top Gardening Jobs for March - Spring arrives  

• Prune bush and climbing roses 

• Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes 

• Plant summer-flowering bulbs 

• Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials 

• Top dress containers with fresh compost 

• Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed) 

• Cut back (dogwood) and Salix 

(willow) grown for colourful winter stems 

• Hoe and mulch weeds to keep                               

them under control early 

• Start feeding fish and using the                              

pond fountain; remove pond heaters 

• Protect new spring shoots from slugs 

There’s more advice from the Royal Horticultural Society website https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/march 

Spring usually arrives by mid-March and the frequent sunny days provide the opportunity for an increasing range  

of gardening tasks. It's time to get busy preparing seed beds, sowing seed, cutting back winter shrubs and generally 

                                                                   tidying up around the garden.  

Family Fun for a Purpose: Mission Mud 
Gather your friends and family for a day of laughter, camaraderie, 

and unforgettable moments. Mission Mud isn’t just about conquering 

obstacles; it’s about creating lasting memories while supporting adults 

in Cambridgeshire who are living with advanced serious illnesses or 

other life-limiting conditions.  

Whether you’re a seasoned mud runner or a first timer, this event is 

designed for everyone. Join us at The Playground Waterbeach on 

23rd March to turn mud into a mission of help and hope for the families 

supported by Arthur Rank Hospice Charity.  

Sign up via theplaygrounduk.com/ mission-mud or call  01223 675888 

  ‘…stay here and keep watch with me’ (Matthew 26:38) 

Lent is that time of getting ready for Easter, the most significant 

time of the church year. It is that time when people promise to 

give something up, like chocolate or alcohol, and then strive 

to keep that promise and not succumb to temptation before 

Easter. While this isn’t a bad thing to do, it doesn’t quite reach 

the heart of the matter.  

The purpose of Lent is not to spend six weeks gritting your teeth 

as you practise self-control before indulging over Easter and 

then forgetting about it for another year.  

Lent is the time to spend 40 days in the wilderness with Jesus. 

It is a time for self-reflection of our lives; to consider those 

material attachments or unhealthy habits that damage our 

relationships, those things that separate us from God and 

from each other. It is a time to ask ourselves questions like: 

what are we neglecting? What do we need to work on? What 

relationships do we need to mend? It is a time to become 

aware of the suffering world around us.  

The Church of England’s theme for this Lent is watch and 

pray. We are encouraged to draw close to Jesus and each 

other as we journey together through times of 

difficulty and uncertainty. We are invited to wait 

on God; to make space to watch and pray and be restored by 

God’s presence. It challenges us to seek God in unfamiliar 

places like in the darkness and the quiet.  

The world is a dark place right now. The darkness is something 

we try to avoid, but we need darkness to rest, recharge and 

restore our bodies. Life starts in the darkness; it is the starting 

point of creation; it’s full of potential and anticipation. Barbara 

Brown Taylor writes ‘darkness is not dark to God; the night is 

as bright as the day’ (in her book Learning to Walk in the Dark). 

God does not abandon the world and leave us alone when 

darkness falls. Sometimes it is only from the darkness that we 

can see the light.  

It is in these difficult times that we need to let God take us by 

the hand and lead us through; to meet us and sustain us with 

renewed hope. 

Lord, grant us the faith to wait together in darkness and un-

certainty – for it is there we will find you. May we come to 

know you this Lent in new ways and be transformed. Amen 

             Revd Dr Sarah West 

                                              ‘Waiting in the dark’  

Sarah 

Sunday, 26th March 1:00 am Clocks go forward by I hour  

to mark British Summer Time (Daylight Saving Time) 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://www.rhs.org.uk/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/march
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Cinnamon  
Bar and Indian Restaurant  

Open 7 days a week  

 5pm to 10.00pm 

01480 812211/811316 

Thursday Night is 'Banquet Night'  

(Dine in only) 

1 Starter, 1 Main, 1 Side.   

Any Rice or any Nan  £18.95 

King Prawn £2.50 extra 

Bar Special Offer 

Drink and Starter £8.95 

King Prawn or Mixed Kebab £9.25 

http://cinnamonhuntingdon.co.uk/ 

JEZ ASHCROFT LTD 
All your decorating needs including:  

Coving, Internal Decorating  

Drylining & Plastering 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Please Call 

Tel: 01480 812461   Mobile: 07708031493 

Please get in touch 

if you can spare an 

hour to help clean  

the church, even if  

only now and again. 

We are desperately short of 

helpers. Contact:  

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

MacMillan fund raising weekend  
Grafham Village Hall    12 - 5pm 

16th and 17th November 2024  
Tina Theodorou is organising another fund raising weekend event for   

Macmillan Cancer Support. Please ‘Save the date!’ 
Donated items will be welcomed at this event. 

I would like to ask please, that all items are in very good resaleable        
condition to help raise as much as possible for such a great cause.  

More information to follow closer to the event date.                                                         Thank you all, Tina  

St Neots Museum 
8 New Street 
Tel 01480 214163 

Tues-Sat  

Grafham Church Maintenance Morning 
Saturday 16th March  9.30 to 12.30 

Everyone is very welcome to help.  
There are various tasks to do, so it’s advisable to wear sensible 

footwear, old clothes and gloves. All tools & materials are provided. 
Tea and coffee available 

For more info email: Rob Barker  
buildings@eastleightonstone.com  

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
http://cinnamonhuntingdon.co.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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‘Hello’ and welcome to the first ‘Out and About’ of 2024. I 

would  have submitted an article sooner, but January was such a 

wet and windy month that it meant I could not get ‘out’ or ‘about’ 

much at all - this was not helped by an ankle injury that kept 

me firmly indoors for a fortnight! No matter, all that is behind 

me now, though once I did get out, I was staggered by the 

volume of flood water that lay amongst the local fields and roads. 

Huntingdon was awash and even with all the lock gates of the 

Great Ouse held wide open, the water was very slow in making 

its way out to the Wash and into the North Sea. It was quite 

something to behold, not, I hope, to be repeated any time soon. 

Now that all is relatively dry once more, I shall embark upon 

my usual sojourn; though I will be stretching out beyond the 

boundaries of Grafham itself and venturing as far as the distant 

village of Brampton! I am sure you wait with breath duly bated, 

but before this, I really must express my thanks to ‘Jessica’ of 

San Antonio, Texas, for her very kind remarks - the woman 

clearly has excellent taste! And yes, Jessica, do come and 

visit us here in Grafham if you can. I know it is a long, long 

way from Texas and does not readily feature in most tourist 

guides, but you will find a warm welcome here and much in 

the way of assistance should you need it. We don’t actually 

have an official tourist office as such, but the village shop sort 

of fills this role more than adequately. I am intrigued, however, 

as to how the heck someone out there in that enormous 

American landscape even manages to locate the Grafham 

village website in the first place. Talk about a needle-in-a-

haystack! Nevertheless, very well done for finding us and I hope 

you will continue to enjoy the ‘Gossip’ and its various articles. 

This time, dear reader, we stretch our horizons all the way to 

Brampton, but more specifically, a genial stroll by the river 

Great Ouse. The river itself rises near Syresham in Northants 

making its way through Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, 

Cambridgeshire and Norfolk, before finally emptying itself into 

the Wash near King’s Lynn - a distance of some 160 miles in 

total, though there is some dispute about this. (Why no-one 

has accurately measured the distance is quite beyond me.) 

Generally, it is a quiet, slow-moving river that is pretty much 

isolated from the rest of the UK waterway network. This is a 

GOOD thing because it means that river traffic is fairly low 

even in the height of summer. Navigation is limited as far as 

Bedford (heading south-west) and the only way to connect 

with the Gt Ouse from the west is by a long circuitous route 

via the river Nene at Northampton, then eastward across the Fens 

before entering the river at Salter’s Lode up by Downham Market. 

For our purposes, however, we (I am accompanied by ‘the 

management’ on this occasion) start at the top of River Lane 

in Brampton and, of course, are joined by the dog. Every time 

we take her out, she spends the best part of ten minutes 

leaping around in a frenzy of joy at the prospect of ‘walkies’, 

so getting her to calm down is quite a job in itself. We finally 

manage to get the lead attached and exit out onto the lane 

where we turn immediately left heading towards the river. It is 

a cool, overcast sort of day, but we are well wrapped up 

against the keen wind that blows towards us. Madam dog is, 

of course, completely indifferent to the cold and is soon de-

manding to be let off the lead so that she can snuffle around 

in the undergrowth. I duly oblige and off she goes, nose buried 

deep in fallen leaves, keen to pick up any 

‘messages’ left by other passing dogs. 

We pass a few houses on our left and a now 

sadly closed plant nursery on our right. Through 

the trees on our right, we can see bits of the Brampton golf 

course which stretches southward adjacent to the river. Further 

down the lane and on our left, we pass a sizeable lake which, 

I assume, is used for fishing and which has recently been given 

something of a makeover by the new owner. The usual swans, 

ducks, geese, etc, are paddling serenely on the surface and those 

sat on the embankment soon head for the water as we walk by. 

Due to the weather and time of year, there appears to be no 

one else about. and the day has a decidedly morose feel to it 

and seems to object to our presence. The dog, on the other 

hand, seems to be of a permanently cheery disposition and 

stops every so often to turn and look at us as if to say: ‘Come 

on, get a move on!’ 

One of the less appealing sights on River Lane is the sewage 

works which sits like a brooding hulk opposite the golf course. 

Fortunately for us, it isn’t quite as ‘ripe’ as it usually is. It is 

something of a concrete behemoth that looks like a Soviet-era 

factory, with its iron gates and rusting barbed wire. However, I 

am assuming it is doing what it is supposed to do, so I can’t 

be too critical about its architectural shortcomings; though I 

suspect the architect never received an award for his work! 

We pass the putting greens on the left though this part of the 

course is partially submerged due to its proximity to the river. 

Any golfer approaching these holes will require waders and 

quite possibly a boat if the flooding gets any worse!   

Finally, we arrive at the bottom of the lane looking out onto 

the river itself. A somewhat tatty, liveaboard narrowboat is 

moored under the trees though there are no signs of the owner. 

At this point, we bear left and begin to follow the course of the 

river which is quite full and flowing fairly swiftly. The footpath 

is somewhat boggy, but we follow it regardless. With the river 

on our right and the golf course on our left, we head towards 

a stand of elderly willow trees some 60 metres or so ahead of 

us. We are quite exposed now and the wind is quite penetrating 

as we head for the trees. On the other side of the river, we 

spot a grey heron standing stock still on the embankment. As 

we approach, it suddenly lurches into the air with that slow 

beating of wings peculiar to the heron. It is cross at being 

disturbed and sounds off at us with a loud, grating ‘krauk’ 

before heading downstream and away from us. 

We enter the small willow wood and Brampton Lock is visible 

on the opposite bank. A red traffic light above the open guillotine 

gate indicates that the lock is not operating - the vee gates 

have been chained back to allow the excess water to flow 

more easily downriver and out towards the sea - no boats are 

permitted to enter as the flow is too fast.  

Meanwhile, the dog has found a substantial pool of river water 

and slakes her thirst. As she laps water, we gingerly edge around 

the very muddy path passing trees that have lost sizeable limbs 

recently. We pick our way slowly towards a concrete path some 

30 meters or so ahead of us. The dog, on the other hand, has no 

compunction about walking straight through the mud.  

 

OUT AND ABOUT          February 2024 

( AN OCCASIONAL RUMINATION ON LIFE IN AND AROUND GrAFHAM ) 

 Continued on page 11 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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The Complete Interior Solution 

      * House refurbishment & modernisation  

      * Bathroom & Kitchen design and install 

 * Stone, Porcelain & Ceramic tiling specialists 

                          * Qualified trades 

'35 Years Experience'  

Call or text:  Iain  07970 851511 

Email:  

lakesidedevelopments22@gmail.com 

www.gaphomeimprovements.co.uk 

Your local family-run  

home improvement company,  

specialising in  

windows, doors,  

garden rooms and roofline  

For a free, no obligation quotation  

please contact Alex:  

alex@gaphomeimprovements.co.uk  

079350 02610 or 01480 219004  

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:lakesidebathrooms@gmail.com
http://www.gaphomeimprovements.co.uk
mailto:alex@gaphomeimprovements.co.uk
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   If you’d like to write a ‘one-off’ article or a regular feature for the Grafham Gossip, send it by email to   

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Refreshments and live music 2 - 4pm both afternoons 

Grafham Church and Churchyard - 8th and 9th June 2024 

 

 

         8th and 9th June  

Come and help! 

 Children are very welcome 

2:30 pm Saturday to  
midday Sunday 

Meet a naturalist, learn about  

wildlife and help with recording.  

Every species counts 

 

Theme ~ 
Fairy Tales 

Grafham  
Flower Festival 

8th and 9th June 

  Saturday 10.00 - 5.00     
  Sunday 10.00 - 4.30   

Songs of Praise ~ 4.30 on Sunday 
Please contact Jill Tyack if you would like to take part 

07892 720835 or 01480 810157    

(help is at hand for beginners)  

Save the dates 

Unlike our heavy boots, there are no signs of the thick, clay 

mud clinging to her feet. I am quite sure that when she stops 

ahead to look at us it is with a certain smugness! 

We are soon back on a concrete path and stop to scrape the 

heavy mud from our boots courtesy of a fence rail. We walk across 

a small footbridge and exit the woods. We are now heading 

towards Bromholme Lane, passing ‘The Willows’ caravan park 

on our left. Some 10 metres further, we hit Bromholme Lane 

itself; at which point you can either turn right, which will take 

you to the Brampton Mill pub and restaurant - a great halfway 

house for a quick rest and a pint… or two…or three…- or you 

can turn left, which is what we choose to do. 

The dog is back on the lead briefly as we walk down Bromholme 

Lane. Passing the marina on our right, we eventually come to 

another rough track which will take us off towards Portholme 

Meadow. After a short stretch of Bromholme Lane, we duly 

turn right and onto the public path which is a mix of stone and 

cinder though at the moment, there are also many pools of 

water scattered about. About 60 metres or so to our left, we 

can see the Huntingdon Road rising gently above the water 

meadows. As we clear a line of trees, we can suddenly spot 

Hinchingbrooke House sitting at the top of the rise in all its 

glory. The current view can’t have changed much from the 

day the house was ‘re-purposed’ by the Cromwells back in the 

16th century - it had been a Benedictine Nunnery before the 

Reformation - when ownership was transferred to Richard 

Williams a nephew of Thomas Cromwell. 

This information is, as usual, of no interest to the dog whatsoever. 

They do say that ignorance is bliss and in the case of this animal, 

it does appear to be the case. Having been let off the lead 

once more, she is busy running up and down the track and 

occasionally making futile attempts to chase squirrels. I am 

not sure for whose benefit this activity is. She doesn’t seem 

particularly enthusiastic about it, so I can only assume she is 

trying to impress us with her hunting skills - of which none are 

visible whatsoever. However, she is irrepressible, so some 

credit is due.  One day, maybe, she may surprise us all and 

even herself by actually catching something!  

(to be continued)                                                                                    

 OUT AND ABOUT  5  Continued from page 9 
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Winter Opening Times 
(Through until March 2024) 

Mon to Wed  - Closed 

Thurs -- 18:00 - 22:00 

Fri  -- 18:00 - 22:00 

Sat  -- 14:00 - 22:00 

Sun -- 14:00 - 19:00 

Open longer for special events 

Bank Holidays -- 14.00 - 18.00 

For Shop News see Talking Shop on page 5 

           Grafham Village Shop  
 01480 810119 www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk 

            Winter Opening Hours  
                           Mon to Sat  8.00 - 4.00  

 Sun 10.00 - 2.00 (till 4.00 from 17th March) 

                       Bank Holidays  10.00 - 2.00  

facebook.com/GrafhamCommunityShop/     
admin@grafhamvillageshop.co.uk 

East Leightonstone Parish - Brampton, Ellington, Grafham 

Little Fishes  Stay + Play for 0 -  4 years 

Grafham Village Hall 

Wednesdays 10.00 to 11.20  

Term time only 

Free play time followed by a short  
bible story, action songs and simple craft. 

If you are interested in attending, please contact Jane 
in  in advance of the session. 

Contact Jane Rowley 01480 890986 

littlefishes@eastleightonstone.com 

The Mobile Library  
Route H24 visits Breach Road, Grafham 

on the 4th Wednesday of every month  

from 10.10 to 10.35.  

 For renewals and more information call 0345 045 5225 or  

 email: yourlibrary@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  

                     www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Mondays    6.30pm - 8.00pm 

Just come and join us in the Grafham Village Hall 

          LINE DANCING 

For more information  

Text or ring Penny on  07986 509 481 

                      Quiz night 
                   Last Thursday of every month 

                               Starting at 8pm 

                       Teams of 4, £1 entry per person                                 

For all enquiries about hiring 

Grafham Village Hall,  

please phone 07711  769911 

Deadline - 09.00am - 

first thing Friday 15th March 
for the April issue 

Please send your news, views,     

adverts, recipes, letters and gossip  

by the deadline. Thanks, Ed  
editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Tea & Chat?  
Do join us for our monthly     

Tea & Chat In Grafham Village Hall  

from 2.30 - 4pm  

on the last Thursday of each month 

Thursday 29th February  

Thursday 28th March 

Thursday 25th April 

Everyone is very welcome!  

For more details contact: Sandra 07931 129 772 

Short of something to read? 
    Grafham Church porch has a good  

    selection of paperbacks,  

   just leave donations in the blue tin.  
   (Suggested donation £1)    

   Donations of books welcome too,  
    paperbacks only please. 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
https://www.peterborough-print.co.uk
http://www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/GrafhamCommunityShop/
mailto:admin@grafhamvillageshop.co.uk
mailto:littlefishes@eastleightonstone.com
mailto:yourlibrary@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
tel:+447931129772

