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Grafham Gossip
Issue 182 Deadline: by 9am on Monday 15th June

‘Stay Alert, Control the Virus, Save Lives’
Editors’ note…
We're sure many of you watched Boris's
televised update a few weeks ago, where
he asked us all to ‘Stay Alert, Control the
Virus and Save Lives.’ Over the last weeks the residents of
Grafham have acting accordingly, starting to venture out a
little more as the lockdown measures begin to be eased.

Brampton Wood reopened in May and is accessible by
the pedestrian entrances.
At the time of writing, the car park is still closed due to
social distancing measures.

At the Gossip we are ‘Staying Alert’ but it’s not just in our social distancing! This issue is full of evidence that we’ve all
been alert to much, much more. Just look at Richard’s bird
photographs taken in and around Grafham on page 12.
With more time spent at home, a lot of us have become more
‘alert’ to our gardens. Now the frosts are gone and the garden
centres open, the vegetable plots and flower beds can be
planted. The only trouble is, in my garden, the pigeons and
slugs also appear to be ‘alert!’ See this month’s gardening tips
below.
Alert or not, Edward makes good use of his time spent at
home. He continues to write his excellent history of Grafham
and the local area. See Grafham’s Railway Quarter, page 10.
Lauren, alert to the needs of NHS Charities Together, ran 100
miles in her garden to show her support for the NHS and raise
money for this charity. (Close to £4,000 at the time of printing.)
Turn to page 15 to read all about it.
Please send in your emails and gossip in good time for the
July deadline, by 9am on Monday 15th June.
Keep Gossiping!
Editors, editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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Gardening Jobs to do in June
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Hoe borders regularly to keep down weeds
Be water-wise, especially in drought-affected
areas
Pinch out side shoots on tomatoes
Harvest lettuce, radish, other salads and early
potatoes
Position summer hanging baskets
and containers outside
Mow lawns at least once a week
Plant out summer bedding
Stake tall or floppy plants
Prune many spring-flowering shrubs
Shade greenhouses to keep them cool and
prevent scorch

There’s more advice on the
Royal Horticultural Society website www.r h s.org.uk

E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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Sunday Services
The Sunday services streamed from Brampton and led by Mike with Jason's sermons will continue each
Sunday at 10.30 during the Covid-19 pandemic. If you would like to join in with these services visit:
https://eastleightonstone.com/ and click on Worship. You will find the link to watch the service.
If you’d like to receive an email with the links to Sunday services and a reminder of what to do, email:
clergy@eastleightonstone.com
If you don't have internet access or are not confident about using it, it is possible to listen in to the online services by phone.
All you need to do is call 01480 597123 at about 10:25am on Sundays and you’ll be able to listen in.
Contact Mike, details below, with any queries. Ed.

Parish of East Leightonstone
To join the mailing list to receive
the regular newsletter visit
http://www.eastleightonstone.com
and click News

Contacting the Clergy
Revd Jason Taylor (Rector) Rectory, 15 Church Rd, Brampton PE28 4PF
revjasontaylor@gmail.com 07807 118070
Mike Bigg (Curate) mike@eastleightonstone.com 07380 809377

Re-opening of Household Recycling Centres

The plans make sure that visits to the HRC are safe for
residents as well as for employees - with measures in
place to ensure social distancing on site. The plans have
been prepared jointly with Public Health England.

Key conditions of opening each Cambridgeshire site include:
•
A limit to vehicle numbers on site - in the same
way as limits on customers in supermarkets
•
No more than two adults to be allowed to unload
any one vehicle
•
No staff assistance to unload vehicles
•
No vans or trailers that require a permit

Each of the nine HRCs in the county also has a detailed
traffic management plan, drawn up in partnership with
Skanska and in consultation with Cambridgeshire Constabulary, to limit the impact on roads around each site.

It is advised that journeys to the Household Recycling
Centres should only be undertaken if waste or recycling
cannot be stored at home without causing harm or risk of
injury to health.

Local Government secretary Robert Jenrick ‘s statements
gave councils in England and Wales the green light to
plan site openings as part of a gradual easing of government lockdown measures.

People who must continue to stay away from these sites
are those who are or have anyone in their household suffering from Covid-19 symptoms, or have been diagnosed
as having the virus.

Cambridgeshire County Council working with its partner
Amey put plans in place and has re-opened the County’s
Household Recycling Centres since Monday 11th May.
The Council’s intention is to open all nine of its sites.

The All-Weather Sports Facility Re-opens
The Parish Council is pleased to announce that we are
now allowed to re-open the all-weather sports facility, in
accordance with the government’s recent guidelines.
Initially this only cited tennis, and states ‘You can only
exercise with up to one person from outside your household – this means you should not play team sports, except with members of your own household.’ Subsequent
clarification indicates such facilities may also be used for

other sports, such as basketball, but with the same social distancing constraints.
Booking arrangements will be as they were before the
lockdown i.e. bookings can be made through Diana
Thomas (07711 769911.) However, if the facility is not
being used, you are welcome to use it without making a
booking.

Village Hall Solar Panels
The solar panels on the roof of the Village Hall have now
been operational for two months and are already making a
tremendous saving on the shop’s electricity bill. The relatively
novel East/West combination of panels is achieving a high
level of power generation from dawn till dusk, and charging
the batteries well for night time use, reducing the shop’s bill
by over 80%.

Website: www.grafham.org.uk
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PARISH NEWS May 2020
This month’s meeting was the second to be
held via Zoom. This would normally have
been the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of
the Council, preceded by the Annual Parish
Assembly. As we all know it is just not possible to hold
open meetings under the current circumstances and so
the Parish News this month relates only to the Annual
General Meeting of the Council. Reports that would normally have been presented at the Annual Parish Assembly are reproduced elsewhere in this issue of the Gossip
and are also reproduced in full on the village website. If
you don’t have access to the internet or the village website but would still like to view these reports, please contact the Clerk (contact details below).
The first item on the agenda of the AGM is always the
election of the Chair and I am pleased to say that Ian
Gardener is re-elected.
Two members of the public joined the Zoom meeting to
discuss the possibility of getting started with a community heat scheme for water or ground source heating in
conjunction with Great Staughton and Perry. A ground
source heating scheme is in development in Swaffham
Prior and details/news about their scheme can be found
on the following website
- https://www.mlei.co.uk/
projects/swaffham-prior-community-heat. The project has
been funded by grants and is serving approximately 300
households. (More details on page 5. Ed.)
The three villages are in the process of getting tenders
for an initial feasibility study, hopefully funded by the
’Rural Communities Energy Fund.’ It would have been
desirable to hold a village meeting to explain the project
and gauge support. ( Great Staughton did this before the
lockdown.) More information will be published as and
when it becomes available. The Parish Council voted
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unanimously to engage with the project subject to approval in the community. Anglian Water have also
shown an interest.
The Neighbourhood Plan is making limited progress, but
a draft questionnaire has been produced which will be
issued to a trial group in Grafham and Ellington later this
month. Results will then be sent to Huntingdon DC for
comment. The questionnaire will then be sent to Huntingdon DC for review to ensure compliance with regulations.
Cllr Gardener has written to the County Council Enforcement Officer who has agreed that Anglian Water are entitled to shut ‘permissive’ routes (on land that they own),
but that Rights of Way should not be closed. This also
applies in Brampton Woods. An ordinance survey map
will show official rights of way and the Cambridgeshire
website has rights of way marked blue. So if you are in
any doubt about what is or is not a public right of way,
please consult either Ordinance Survey or the My Cambridgeshire website.
Anglian Water are acting under direction from the County
Council and Government and have put closures into effect to protect Grafham residents from an influx of visitors.
The next meeting of the Council is scheduled for 9 th
June. We don’t yet know if this will be another Zoom
meeting but you will be kept fully informed. In the meantime, the village website has a huge amount of advice for
you concerning what is happening in the village and surrounding areas, your councillors are available to answer
questions. The District and County Councillors continue
with their monthly reports which can also be seen on the
village website. If you need any hard copies of any reports or information, please contact the Clerk in the first
instance.
Margaret Life, Parish Clerk
07780 119311 clerk@grafhampc.org

Grafham Parish Council You may contact your parish councillors through the parish clerk or directly.
Ian Gardener Chairman 01480 812821 i.gardener@grafhampc.org
Alastair Watson a.watson@grafhampc.org
David Russell d.russell@grafhampc.org Roy Harold r.harold@grafhampc.org Jo Dunn j.dunn@grafhampc.org
Patrick Curran p.curran@grafhampc.org

May 2020 Update from District Councillor Darren Tysoe
This update outlines what the District Council is doing to support residents during the Coronavirus situation.
It can be read on the village website www.grafham.org.uk

Annual Parish Assembly
The full reports presented to the Annual Parish Assembly can be read on the village website www.grafham.org.uk
in the Parish Council Minutes of the 5th May, 2020. The following can be read on page 8.
• An Extract from the Annual Report of the Chair from Ian Gardener
• A Summary of the Annual Report from County Councillor Peter Downes

Grafham’s County Councillor
Peter Downes
07765 833486
peter.downes@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Website: www.grafham.org.uk

Grafham’s District Councillor
Darren Tysoe 01480 388310
darren.tysoe@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
Grove Cottage, Malting Lane, Ellington, PE28 0AA

Follow me on Twitter @darrentysoe
Receive my updates on Facebook
www.facebook.com/cllrdmtysoe

E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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For Coronavirus(Covid-19) Advice:
•

Visit: Countywide COVID 19 Coordination Hub
Contact by email communitycv@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or by telephone 0345 045 5219

•

Visit: HDC Community Resilience Hub
www.wearehuntingdonshire.org

•

Visit: www.gov.uk/coronavirus

•

Visit: NHS.uk/coronavirus

•

Visit Grafham’s website
www.grafham.org.uk to find more links for help and advice

If you have Coronavirus symptoms. Stay at home
For more information visit: nhs.uk/coronavirus or https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus or tel. 0345 045 5219

The main symptoms of coronavirus are:
• high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch

NHS 111 will tell you what to do and help you get a
test if you need one.
Call 111 if you cannot get help online. Do not go to
places like a GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy.

•

Babies and children

on your chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)

new, continuous cough – this means coughing a
lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it
may be worse than usual)

•

loss or change to your sense of smell or taste –
this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal
Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these
symptoms.
If you have any of the symptoms listed below, use
the 111 online coronavirus service
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/

•
•
•

high temperature
new, continuous cough
loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

Call 111 if you're worried about a baby or child under 5.
If your child seems very unwell, is getting worse or you
think there's something seriously wrong, call 999.
Do not delay getting help if you're worried. Trust your
instincts.

Staying at home if you have symptoms
(self-isolation)
If your symptoms are mild, NHS 111 will usually advise
you and anyone you live with not to leave your home.
This is called self-isolation.

•

Anyone with symptoms should self-isolate for 7 days
from when their symptoms started.

•

Anyone who does not have symptoms should selfisolate for 14 days from when the first person in your
home started having symptoms.

Message from Huntingdonshire District Council
Dear Resident,
The Government has issued new national guidance, outlining
the next step in its plan to recover from COVID-19 and asking people to ‘Stay Alert, Control the Virus, Save Lives.’
At the District Council, we continue to operate as normally as
we can with continued efforts to ensure all our services can
remain open and efficient in the new ways they now must
operate in.
You can also stay up to date with the latest on COVID-19
related support and guidance via our dedicated website: www.wearehuntingdonshire.org
I want to thank everyone for continuing to play their part in
keeping as safe as possible from the virus and exercising social distancing measures. But we must begin to recover
and eventually restore our way of life. The Government’s
objective is to return to our way of life as soon as possible –

Website: www.grafham.org.uk

focusing on not just saving lives, but also livelihoods. However, it is absolutely vital that as we do so, we avoid the risk of
a second peak that overwhelms the NHS. And importantly
doesn’t waste the huge sacrifices the British people have
made in lockdown to get the virus under control.
I know many people are concerned about the long term impact of these measures on our economy. The Prime Minister
has unveiled a COVID -19 recovery strategy, which includes
steps we can take over the coming weeks and months, if it
safe to do so, to cautiously lift lockdown measures and get
Huntingdonshire moving again.
This is, of course, dependent on the rate of infection of the
virus coming down, so as we begin to recover and return to
our way of life, it is vital that we all stay alert, so we can
control the virus and save lives.
Cllr Ryan Fuller
Executive Leader of Huntingdonshire

E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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Talking Shop
We hope everyone is keeping safe and well at this difficult time. Times like these bring out the best in people
and we have seen how our wonderful community has
come together to help each other in whatever way possible.
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smell of a sizzling sausage along with a cold beer and a
nice salad. All these things can be purchased from your
local shop. In fact, we’ve recently started selling barbecue packs from Grasmere Farms. These are priced at
£6.95 and contain a selection of sausages, burgers and
pork steaks.

We have been very appreciative of all our new volunteers who have given so much of their time recently and
we hope they have enjoyed the experience. It is always
nice to welcome new people to our team with their fresh
ideas and enthusiasm. So a big thank you to them – you
know who you are. We also want to thank the Grafham
Covid 19 Support Group who have been so helpful with
delivering goods to people who are self isolating. We
have been glad to be able to offer a home delivery service to those in need and everyone’s support has been
vital in being able to do this.
As you can imagine, the shop continues to be very busy
and the challenge to source certain products for the
shelves goes on. It is always worth checking whether
we have a specific item in stock as we’ve often got
things the supermarkets do not have. For instance,
we’ve been able to get pasta and flour when the larger
stores have had none. Many customers have been
amazed to find just the thing that had been eluding
them. Always worth a look.
With the warm weather now upon us and thoughts turning to eating outside, why not throw a few things on the
barbecue? Ok so you might not be able to have the social gathering you would like, but there’s nothing like the

Our opening hours remain unchanged and we look forward to seeing you in the shop soon. If you are still selfisolating and would like a delivery from the shop, please
call us on 01480 810119.
Lynn and Chloe

Grafham Community Shop
Tel: 01480 810119

Opening Times

Mon-Fri 8.00 - 6.30
Sat 8.00 - 5.00
shop@grafhamvillageshop.co.uk
Sun 9.00 - 2.00
www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk Bank Holidays 9.00 - 2.00
www.facebook.com/GrafhamCommunityShop/

Renewable Energy Heating for Villages around Grafham Water
Parish Council representatives from Grafham, Perry, and
Great Staughton have come together to explore the possibility of providing a renewable energy alternative to the
oil central heating that most residents use to heat their
homes. The objective of the project, supported by Cambridgeshire County Council, is to provide an affordable
heating solution that will reduce the carbon ‘footprint’ of
our villages and contribute to controlling climate change.
The first step is to apply for funding from the Rural Communities Energy Fund for an initial feasibility study that
will help define the project and identify an appropriate
technology. A variety of solutions will be reviewed, but
one interesting option is the development of district heating using central ground source heat pumps or possibly

extracting heat from Grafham Water. Swaffham Prior is
already in the advanced stages of developing a ground
source heating project, details of which can be seen on
https://heatingswaffhamprior.co.uk/
It is important to understand the level of community support for the project. In normal times we would have held
a village meeting and perhaps surveyed residents. The
Parish Councils are supporting the project on the assumption that villagers will be interested in finding out
more. The intention is to establish a project website for
the three villages for this purpose.
If you have any comments both for or against, please
could you contact your Parish Clerk as listed below.

The Parish Councils of Grafham, Great Staughton and Perry
Grafham:
Parish Clerk, Margaret Life: clerk@grafhampc.org 07780 119311
Great Staughton: Parish Clerk, Jo Russell: gtstaughtonparishclerk@outlook.com 01480 860247
Perry:
Parish Clerk, Kay Darby: clerk@perryparishcouncil.org.uk 07899 000026

Website: www.grafham.org.uk

E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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“Has the bin man bin Mam?”

For a recycling update and a reminder of the
right recycling to put in your blue bin, go to
www.recap.co.uk

Wednesdays Blue bin (recycling) and
Black bin (refuse) - alternate weeks
Every other Thursday - Green bin
(garden waste)

For a detailed list of everything that can go in your

For more advice or information about waste and recycling services, visit www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins
or call 01480 388640 between 8.45am and 5.00pm
Monday to Thursday and 8.45am
and 4.30pm on Fridays or email
mail@huntingdonshire.gov.uk

Useful Phone Numbers
All emergencies 999
Non-emergencies 101
Cambridge Constabulary HQ
01480 456111
Minicom for hard of hearing
01480 422493

visit https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins-waste/
what-goes-in-which-bin/
or call 01480 388640 between 8.45am and 5.00pm
Mon to Thurs and 8.45am and 4.30pm on Fridays
or email mail@huntingdonshire.gov.uk

Action Fraud 0300 123 2040
Crimestoppers 0800 555111
(anonymous)
To report anti-social behaviour in
Grafham 01480 388379 or 387097 or
e-mail:
Barbara.gowling@huntsdc.gov.uk or
tracey.guinea@huntsdc.gov.uk

To stop unwanted phone calls
08450 700707
To stop unwanted mail 08457 034599
Power cut Call 105 or
0800 31 63 105 or
text POWER and
your postcode to 80876

Grafham Oil Syndicate
The syndicate is FREE to join.
We must continue to grow and
keep a bulk order attractive
enough to receive a discount,
so simply email Simon:
grafhamoil@gmail.com or call 07887 628528
and help keep more money in the village!

Power cut?
•
•
•
•

Contact us 24 hours a day
Text POWER and your postcode to 80876
ukpowernetworks.co.uk/liveupdates
Call us free on 105 or
0800 31 63 105
• For more info visit
http://www.powercut105.com/

Website: www.grafham.org.uk
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The second instalment of a piece of ‘imaginative fiction’ using an environmental issue developed as a fictional story.
The End of Arrogance 1 and 2 can be read in the April 2020 and May 2020 issues, on the village website. Ed.

The End of Arrogance 3 - Bargaining

David Cudby

Liam’s anger continued towards those who believed in the World View Equal Nature (WOVEN) philosophy recognising
the place of humans in nature not above nature. He could now at least admit that his anger was mostly about the policymakers and the policy decisions they make on a daily basis. He could cope with the philosophy in the abstract, but
the practicalities set him off. He no longer worried about expressing his feelings to Beth and Amelia in the presence of
The Listener (or more accurately The Listeners). Unable to influence or change the decisions of the policy makers he
could at least win the arguments with his family. He could persuade them of the wrongness of the policies and the
rightness of his alternatives – couldn’t he?
Daughter and wife were used to Liam’s determination to argue and seek a bargain with whoever would listen. His objective was always the same. He wanted his adversary to concede that his policy ideas would be better than those currently in place.
When he hooked up with his brother Ben they
often came close to blows, well metaphorically
as they communicated on their digital devices.
He could see in the background the mountains
of Colorado which Ben enjoyed every day while
Liam had to be satisfied with his small open
space with what he regarded as an unkempt
patch of grass with weeds. Compared with
views and easy access to The Rockies, Liam’s
little patch and suburban environment felt terribly unjust. He tried to persuade his brother Ben
of two injustices and a remedy. First he argued
that those who have access to the best landscapes, environment, biodiversity and standard
of living should contribute to improving things
for those with fewer benefits. This amounted to
taxing people for their greater quality of life rather than the more traditional tax on wealth and
spending. His second argument was that those nations whose economic activities had caused the past damage
through exploitation of the world’s ecosystems should pay remediation to those whose quality of life was now poorer
than it might have been. Ben’s response was to point out that he too was subject to the actions of policy makers. All
States adjacent to The Rockies were now in a massive National Park so the limitations on what he was permitted to do
or consume hurt him but just in slightly different ways to those Liam experienced. The only concession that Ben would
make was to admit that living in The Rockies was more fun than English suburbia and he counted his blessings for
that.
Amelia’s sister Lois is in Queenstown, South Island New Zealand. Liam used his digital contact with his sister-in-law to
argue that the price of climate and environmental damage was tougher for him than for her. Like brother Ben she too
had the benefits of a beautiful landscape. She and her family have lakes, mountains and fjords a short drive away. He
tried the same argument rejected by his brother. Those with the better quality of life should compensate those in dull
suburbia. She didn’t buy that idea. Queenstown she argued makes its living from tourism. The worldwide restrictions
on air travel had diminished Queenstown’s economy and locals now live a simpler life, in a beautiful environment, true,
but with greatly reduced financial wealth.
Liam could not win the arguments with his nearest and dearest. His mood spiralled down after each unsuccessful attempt to persuade them.

To be continued...
If you’d like to write a ‘one-off’ article or a regular feature for the Grafham Gossip,
send it by email to editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk

Website: www.grafham.org.uk
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Grafham Parish Council Annual Parish Assembly May 2020
An Extract from the Annual Report of the Chair

(The full report which includes the Finance can be read on the village website www.grafham.org.uk)

Activities during the year
Projects supported by the Parish Council in the year
include the annual Beer Festival, a grant towards the
founding of the Grafham Trout and a grant towards the
costs of advertising banners for the annual flower festival at the church.
The project to make the village hall more energy efficient was a major part of the expenditure for the year.
Costs had to be met by the Council prior to making the
grant claim from AmeyCespa. £10,000 was received in
the year but the major part of the grant was not received
until the new financial year. However, the replacement
of doors and windows, the installation loft insulation,
energy-efficient lighting and solar panels is now complete and at an overall net cost to the Council of £5000.
The Parish Council works with both the District and
County Councillors to address issues brought to their
attention by residents. A public forum is held at the start
of every Parish Council meeting to enable residents to
address the Parish Council directly.
We were sad this year to receive the resignation of Philip Allingham from the Chair and the Council. Philip has

served the community for 15 years and he will be
missed. However, I hope that I will be able to bring a
wealth of experience at local and county level and continue the tradition of service to our community.

Plans for the future
In accordance with indications from the Parish Plan, the
Council will continue to provide support where required
for the Community Shop and other community ventures.
As always small grants are budgeted and are available
for community groups. The resurfacing of the allweather sport facility will be required within the next five
years. In order to help defray costs, the Parish Council
is building up a reserve of ring-fenced funds. It is hoped
that the bulk of the cost can be met from grant funding.
Your Council is also taking an interest in the proposed
neighbourhood Plan which seeks give residents of Ellington and Grafham some level of control over any proposals for future development of our villages. This is not
Parish Council initiative, but it is fully supported by both
Ellington and Grafham Parish Councils.
Ian Gardener,
Chair Grafham Parish Council

A Summary of the Annual Report from County Councillor Peter Downes
(The full report can be read on the village website www.grafham.org.uk in the Parish Council Minutes 05/05/20.)
1. The national crisis caused by the Coved-19 virus has
put the County Council under considerable pressure
as most of its services are directed at the most vulnerable e.g. older people and children in need. The
Council staff have showed great resilience and determination in the face of unprecedented circumstances.
2. The councillors get regular reports and up-dates. For
example, the Director of Children’s Services provided this report on April 24th:
Our programme of prioritised face to face visiting to
most vulnerable children and young people continues.
Other visiting taking place virtually using social media;
links between early help services and community
hubs established; schools continuing to offer excellent
support to children who are vulnerable and those of
key workers.
Low rates of referrals of children continue, as is the
case nationally and regionally and low numbers of
vulnerable children accessing school places despite
best efforts. The voucher scheme for giving financial
food support has been inconsistent.
Longer term the risks are that there is a shortage of
Independent Fostering Agency placements as demand returns to usual levels, which may result in
greater use of costly residential placements.
3. It is too early to say what the long-term financial implications for the County Council will be. The govern-

Website: www.grafham.org.uk

4.

5.

6.

7.

ment has made extra money available to local councils and although these sums sound large at national
level (e.g. £1.6 billion), by the time they get down to
front-line services, they may not be adequate. The
£1.6 billion allocated from the government worked
out at just over £14 million for Cambridgeshire. A
further smaller grant was announced just before this
report had to be submitted
Meetings of councillors and officers continue to take
place via Zoom so, as far as possible, the routine
work carries on but inevitably more slowly.
It has been heartening to see the way in which local
communities have rallied round to help those in
greatest need. Sometimes that has been organised
via a parish council; in other cases, self-help groups
have sprung up independently.
When this crisis is over, not too long we hope, there
will need to be a serious discussion at all levels of
government, from Westminster through to parish
councils about what we will need to do differently in
future. This crisis could lead to profound changes in
our society and these may well be for the better.
My more detailed Annual Report is available on the
parish web-site and, as ever, I am happy to answer
any questions you may have. Write to
peter.downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
or ring 01480 509471
Peter Downes, May 2020

E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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The Invisible People
I’ve been thinking about invisible people of late. It’s been
good to Clap for Carers and acknowledge those people
who are doing so much. I know that in some places
there has been applause for bin men as they do their
rounds (to the embarrassment of everyone involved, or
so I’m told.) Certainly I’ve noticed people making a bit
more effort to thank people working in shops, delivery
drivers, postal workers and all the many people who
quietly keep society functioning. I sincerely hope that in
the months and years to come these ‘invisible people,’
whom we have so often taken for granted, will continue
to be valued and appreciated as we get back to some
normality.

unable to attend church in person, but
now can be part of it again. To our
shame, the church has sometimes allowed the physically infirm to become
‘invisible people’ and failed to include
them properly in our communal life.
For Jesus there were no ‘invisible people.’ The Gospels
are full of stories in which Jesus takes time to speak to,
and give his attention to, those who were invisible to the
rest of society. He listened when blind beggars shouted
out to him (and gave them the dignity of asking them
what they wanted from him, rather than assuming for
them). He noticed when a woman suffering from longterm bleeding reached out to him. He brought children
into his ministry. He brought peace to those plagued by
malign forces.

Even though the doors of church buildings have been
closed since the end of March, the church itself has
been alive and well. In fact, it’s arguably been more
alive than for a long time. There are more people attending church services now than there were before lockdown, and apparently one in four UK adults has been
part of an act of Christian worship in the last few
months.

I wonder what our society would look like if we refused
to think about people in terms of their ‘value to society’
and instead saw each person as a beloved child of God.
There would still be painful and difficult decisions to
make about where to focus our resources, but the way
in which those decisions are made might look very different.

We’re running services online (every Sunday, 10:30am,
at http://eastleightonstone.online.church if you’re interested!) and I’ve been touched by the number of people
who have got in touch with me to say that they’d been

Mike

(Contact details for Mike can be found on page 2. Ed)

Churchyard Rewilding May 2020
Things are still going on! The new mowing programme is now
making a real difference giving well defined paths and a clear
area around the church itself. We’ve planted a large number of
cowslips in the Spring meadows growing each side of the
churchyard and gradually more and more nurtured yellow rattle
and other wild flowers are being planted in the Summer meadow. The bug hotel sees visitors and is gradually looking more
at home in a developing meadow area. Removing ivy from the
yew trees and pulling up thistles is an ongoing project.

If you’d like to be involved in any way do contact
Debbie on debs.russell@gmail.com

Website: www.grafham.org.uk
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June 2020

10

Issue 181

Puffers and Post, Bullets and Bombs; Grafham’s Railway Quarter
As mentioned in the previous article, the railway arrived in ‘Graffham’ in 1866. By using a mineral branch from Kettering
to Thrapston authorised in 1862, then having steep climbs up at each end, the railway was able to run over relatively flat
table land from Raunds to Grafham. It was heavily promoted by the Duke of Manchester at Kimbolton Castle - the railway had to purchase a lot of land from him - but with one proviso: he didn’t want sound or sight of the trains from his
Castle, so Kimbolton Station was over the horizon and two miles away. Of the other stations only Grafham was actually
in the place it was named after!
There was a nice station building which included the stationmaster’s accommodation, a short platform, and a signal box
which not only controlled the main line but also a goods loop and the Breach Road level crossing. The only goods facilities were a weighing machine, a short siding with adjacent cattle pens, and a flat ‘goods yard’ next to the loop. This is
where the coal for the brickworks, and later for the village houses, would have been handled. The map below is a scan
of my own copy of the 1926 OS 25” map.
(The map will be clearer in the online version of this June issue of the Grafham Gossip which can be read on the village
website www.grafham.org.uk)

Passenger trains were never very frequent – around three a day in each direction – but seasonal agricultural trains, limited axle loads and the steep climbs at each end meant that the line’s traditional ancient 0-6-0 steam engines often
worked in pairs.
To the west of Grafham, there were goods sidings at Stow Longa. In 1941 a bomber airfield (now partly occupied by the
go-kart track and the Trading Estate) was built south of the line and was occupied by the USAAF from 1942. The railway
used the sidings for the delivery of bombs and ammunition, and many of these trains would have rumbled through
Grafham double headed by ancient engines. Fortunately, no Soham-type incident is recorded. (June 1944 - a wagon
containing high explosives caught fire and exploded.)
After closure of the railway in June 1959 the station became a private dwelling, and later the village post office, with the
goods yard becoming a scrap recovery yard. All this was demolished and replaced with ‘The Wyvern’ in 2005/6.
For further information, and interesting photos, two books are noted at the end as 1) and 2).
Talking of ammunition, the map shows one major, now vanished, Grafham facility – the Grafham Rifle Range. Started in
1904 and closed in 1992, it was covered by Sam Malt back in Issue 28 of the Gossip (November 2006.) A recent
book,3) has uncovered a link with WW1 and current leisure activities around Grafham: in 1914 an entirely new unit of
the Territorial Force was formed – the Huntingdon Cyclist’s Battalion, with its HQ in the St Mary’s drill hall (formerly a
brewery and now Cambs Lock Antiques and Collectables). When rifles were issued to the unit they were brought (by
bicycle?) for test firing on the Grafham Range. The 1974 Grafham Range Byelaws specifically limited the calibre of
weapons to be fired to 0.45” but this included anti-tank guns ‘fitted with adaptor sub-calibre!’
And one last little puzzle, on which maybe some of our older inhabitants can shed some light: on the other side of the
road to the Rifle Range is a rectangular enclosure marked ‘Timber Yard’ with a small building next to the level crossing.

Website: www.grafham.org.uk
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It first appears on the 1925 maps and finally disappears in the 1950s. The only problem is that a 1939 air view provided by HDC for the Neighbourhood Plan shows no enclosure, yard or building, and the corner of a 1954 Cambridge
University air photo of the village has no sign of it either. Does anyone have any information? [Of course, it could be
one of those little traps that the OS put on their maps to enforce copyright.]
1)
2)
3)

Branch Lines Around Huntingdon: Kettering to Cambridge by V Mitchell et al, 1991
The Arrival of the Midland Railway at Kimbolton by John Slack, 2001
Defending Cambridgeshire by Mike Osborne, 2013

Edward Biffin

Grafham Station in 1959

This charming photograph of Grafham Station was taken
on 30th May 1959 and the train was the 2.10pm from
Kettering to Cambridge. The last passenger train ran on
13th June 1959, just two weeks later, with this engine,
Ivatt Class 2 No. 46496. Some goods trains ran until
1963. The signal box in the background controlled level
crossing gates over the road. The Kettering, Thrapston,
Huntingdon line opened in 1866 and ran from Kettering
to Huntingdon then on to Cambridge on the GER (Great
Eastern Railway) line. It was a single track line and the
stations to Thrapston from Grafham were Stow Longa
(adjacent to the grain drying shed on the road to Kimbolton - now gone), Kimbolton (actually still there on the
Kimbolton to Catworth Road), Raunds (a mile out of the
town on the road to Keyston - the station is still more or
less intact). There was a goods yard next to Grafham
Station, where The Wyvern is now located. There were
three passenger trains daily each way, but no service on
Sunday.
I travelled the line once - by mistake. Like many boys
my age in the late 50s I was a train spotter, living in Mar-

ket Harborough on the Midland Mainline and was on Kettering station spotting engines when I decided to get on a
train, the wrong one as it turned out. I soon figured out
that I was lost and alighted from the train at a station that
I later realised was Raunds. The line was only single
track so I had to wait for a Kettering bound train from
Cambridge to make my return. I had no idea where
Raunds was at the time and little did I know that 40 years
later following a number of moves around the UK, I
would be living at Hargrave, just a couple of miles away
from Raunds station. Even stranger than that, in 2006 we
bought part of Model Farm at Grafham and the old track
of this little known, but charming country line traverses
our field on the right of this picture. West Wood is in the
background and the hedge line on the right is on the
road to Ellington. No offence to The Wyvern, but the
thought of jumping on a train at Grafham to the centre of
Cambridge is rather attractive, even though the A14 improvements have finished early.

John Brotherton

To see an early photo of the station, look up page 2 of the February 2011 issue of Grafham Gossip,
on the village website www.grafham.org.uk. Ed
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Birds spotted in Grafham during the last few months
Chiff Chaff

Robin

Red Kite

Blackcap
Whitethroat

Buzzard
Garden Warbler

Wren

Reed Bunting

Website: www.grafham.org.uk

Photographs:
Richard Brown

E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk

June 2020

13

Issue 181

Grafham Hedgehogs
The hedgehogs are very active now, with visits to my feeding station, from several hogs, all through the night. I have
been getting reports from various people in the village and so have begun a 2020 map which is here for you to see.

Grafham Hedgehog Distribution 2020

Because of the lockdown I have not been placing tunnels with people so far. However, I have just had a request for one to repeat use and see if the hogs are back
this year. A couple of people still had a tunnel from last
year and have used them to find that they still have
hedgehogs this year. So I am happy to distribute the
tunnels again, on request. I will make sure they are disinfected before anyone takes one and can give all the kit
and instructions. Email me on carole.baber@talktalk.net
or text on 07766 662197.
Filming has turned up some interesting, poorly understood, behaviour which includes something called selfanointing and also chin rubbing! The former has been
written about, where a hog will suddenly produce great
quantities of frothy saliva and then use its tongue to distribute this over its spines, sometimes contorting itself to
the degree that it ends up rolling over (I have filmed this,
very cute!) The production of saliva is stimulated by
chewing, in this case, it was the wood of the entrance to
the hog house. Apparently other hedgehog species have
been observed doing this. Many theories have been put
forward, the most credible being that it is scenting be-

Deadline

haviour, advertising the hog’s presence to others. They
are not territorial and so encounter other hogs on their
nightly wanderings, this might help them recognise and
even avoid each other? My films show them sniffing the
ground and the hog house, a lot, before they enter to get
food, so they obviously ‘read’ the situation using scent to
a great degree.
When they do meet, they fight by bulldozing each other
around. One of the pair usually plays dead, going limp
and the other does the pushing, it is funny to see and I
have posted a sequence on Facebook before to show
this. It seems a benign way of sorting who is boss as no
one gets hurt.
The chin wiping is newly observed behaviour and has
been written about by a guy called Marc Baldwin on his
wildlife website: https://www.wildlifeonline.me.uk/
It makes interesting reading and he has one of my videos of this behaviour amongst others. Again, this could be
some kind of scenting behaviour, but for now it is a mystery. So much to find out!

Carole

- 9.00am 15th of June for the July issue

The deadline is the same date every month, so please send us all your adverts, notices, news, views,
recipes, emails and gossip by 9.00am on 15th every month. Thanks, Ed editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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Cinnamon Bar
and Indian Restaurant
Triple glazed windows
for the price of double glazed
when quoting
‘Grafham Gossip’
For a free, no obligation quotation
please contact your local representative
Jon Goodchild on 07825 238240 or email
jon@gaphomeimprovements.co.uk

WINDOWS DOORS ROOFLINE
CONSERVATORIES
GARDEN ROOMS
FLAT ROOFS
www.gaphomeimprovements.co.uk

PET & WILD BIRD FOOD

Open for Takeaways
Call 01480 812211/811316
http://cinnamonhuntingdon.co.uk/

Van Diemens Way, Grafham,
Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 0GB

Tel. 01480 811594 Mobile 07795 296281
Email paul.blanchard439@btinternet.com
Travel in style via Mercedes cars
to your destinations

John Sisseman, Driving Instructor
DVSA Approved, Pass Plus Registered

GRAFHAM WATER

Based in
Grafham

WIDE RANGE AT LOW PRICES

Call John
for
details

(NEXT TO THE VISITOR CENTRE)

OPEN WEDNESDAY- SUNDAY 09.00-17.30
TEL:01480 819730
FREE PARKING & FREE DELIVERY
www.petfoodsdirect2u.co.uk

JEZ ASHCROFT LTD
All your decorating needs including:

The Highway Community Car Scheme
A scheme to help provide transport for people who are not
able to make essential journeys by public transport or any
other means.
A team of volunteer drivers take you to appointments e.g. the
doctors, hospital, dentist alongside social activities such as
visiting relatives or friends and even shopping. The scheme
is aimed at helping people to get out and about.
Passengers pay the driver on the day of travel to contribute
towards fuel expensesat a rate of 30p per mile with a minimum charge of £3.00.
To arrange a journey or for more information please call
07786 520540
If the phone is not manned when you call, leave and the coordinator will get back to you.
We are also always looking out for volunteer drivers so if you
want to help your community, give us a call. We would love
to hear from you.
The scheme is supported and advised by Cambridgeshire
County Council and Care Network Cambridgeshire

Website: www.grafham.org.uk

Coving, Internal Decorating
Drylining & Plastering

FREE ESTIMATES
Please Call
Tel: 01480 812461 Mobile: 07708031493

Kevin Hutchinson
• Reliable Local Carpenter and Joiner
• All carpentry work undertaken
• Fitted kitchens, new doors,
wood flooring and much more
• No job too small

Tel: 01480 811863/07889 414274
E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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100 Mile Garden Run
Inspired by Captain Tom Moore, on Saturday 9th May I ran
100 miles around my garden for NHS Charities Together. On
a national level coronavirus is a challenge to us all and therefore we must meet our own challenges, overcome our fears
and in so doing, support those who are helping us. On a personal level, when the little man was born in August 2018,
Hinchingbrooke Hospital were absolutely amazing and saved
his life, so I wanted to say a personal thank you to them also.
Initially at the start of lockdown, I agreed to complete a marathon in the garden, but seeing Captain Tom Moore I thought,
why not push myself further and see if I could do 100 miles in
the garden. My challenge was to complete the run in about

Last 10 metres

Lauren Buffini

little hot and amazingly for the vast majority of the night I felt
very good. My spirits were maintained by so many of my
neighbours, staying up late in their front gardens with two of
them coming back out to run around their garden at 2.30am
to buoy my spirits. As soon as the birds started singing at
4am and dawn was on it's way, I knew I was on for a good
time and I picked up the pace, especially as I had a kindred
spirit in Gemma running with me virtually from Spain at 5am.
By 6am and 90 miles in, I couldn't quite believe just how
quick it was going to be. By 7am neighbours were texting and
we were ringing the mile bell rather loudly to alert everyone
that I was going to be done within the hour. The last couple of
miles saw me pick up the pace from 12 min miles to about
10min miles and choke back tears with the realisation of
what I was about to achieve.
I thought that this was going to be an extremely difficult,
challenging and perhaps tedious task running 1700
times round my garden, however with an amazing community spirit, neighbours supporting through the night
from their gardens and many friends virtually running
with me, I completed the 100 miles in a cumulative time
of 22 hours (allowing for kit
changes, Face book live updates and toilet stops) and an
actual running time of about
20 hours which was beyond
my wildest dreams and I enjoyed every moment of it.

About 20 miles
24 hours. I knew this was an optimistic time and thought it may take
me a little longer having completed
two previous 100 milers in 26 hours
and 34 hours. I was however determined to complete the challenge
due to the reasons behind it and I knew that I would, even if
it meant walking or crawling my way to the finish line.

I am aware that lots of people
are doing lots of amazing
things at this difficult time and
I feel proud to have raised so
much money, (the total at
present is £3,800) and have
given something back. Going
forward I have had so many
The Finish
messages from people saying
I have inspired them to run or
run further than they normally
would. I would love to inspire
more people and especially
women to get involved in distance running. Ultra running is
incredibly different from road
running, it is on trails, running
through wonderful countryside, enjoying the thrills of
map reading and getting lost
and the camaraderie of meetAbout 60 miles ing new people. If you enjoy
running but are not sure
about marathons then I urge you to give trail running a go
and I don't doubt you will soon be running your first 50K.

The weather on Saturday was exceptionally hot and I needed
to ensure I took on the right amounts of liquids. We also set
up a sprinkler system on the driveway which was blissful.

Finally I want to thank everyone from the bottom of my heart
for their support, their sponsorship, their laughter and their
running. I put a quote up on my rainbow every day therefore it
is I feel fitting to finish with one,

I started running at a pace of just over 5 miles per hour which
I was very happy with and hoped that I could maintain 4 miles
per hour through the night. I felt great throughout the day, if a

‘Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.’
(Helen Keller)

Website: www.grafham.org.uk

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lauren-buffini
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Grafham Community Shop
Tel: 01480 810119
Opening Times
Sadly, the
Flower Festival has
been postponed until
later in the year.

Mon-Fri 8.00 - 6.30 www.facebook.com/GrafhamCommunityShop/
shop@grafhamvillageshop.co.uk
Sat
8.00 - 5.00
www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk
Sun
9.00 - 2.00
Find out Shop News
in Talking Shop on page 5
Bank Holidays 9.00 - 2.00

Friday 13th November
Thursford Christmas Spectacular
Departing from Huntingdon Bus Station 10.50am (approx. TBC)
The coach will leave Thursford after the show, usually about 5.00pm
Price per person is £60.00 which includes the return coach travel and
ticket entry to this spectacular show.
We will be joining a trip already organised by Dews Coaches.
Please contact me, ASAP.
This is a direct coach from Huntingdon straight to the venue, so you
will have to make your own arrangements for food. I would advise
that Thursford has the Garden Pavilion restaurant serving home
cooked food (such as jackets, casseroles and curries.) There is also
a café serving snacks and a fully licensed bar.
For more information or to book please contact me
on 07711 012957 or email: tina.theodorou1@gmail.com

A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
Improvement Scheme

Join the challenge to record as much wildlife
in the churchyard as possible, over 24 hours

Unfortunately this has been
postponed until further notice.

Hunts Community
Cancer Network (HCCN)

Details of planned road closures, diversions and latest news
can be found on the Highways England website by clicking here
or type www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A14C2H
into your search engine
or stay updated by following: https://twitter.com/a14c2h and
https://en-gb.facebook.com/A14C2H
There’s also a dedicated A14 Public Helpline
0800 270 0114
Details of planned road closures and diversions are
also on Grafham village web site www.grafham.org.uk Ed

The weekly support group held in
Ellington Village Hall is cancelled
until further notice, but
there is a closed Facebook group
for members and volunteers.
For more details or help
contact Annie:
by phone: 01234 709836 or email:
annie@hccnthecharity.org

Website: www.grafham.org.uk

E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk

Opinions expressed in the Grafham Gossip, including past issues, are those of the writer and not the editors.

Printed by Easiprint 01733 602302

