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Grafham Gossip 
                       Issue 105 Early Deadline: Midnight Thursday 11th July 

Send your news, views and gossip 
to: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Editors’ note... 
Apart from the regular activities listed mainly 
on page 4, there are three main village 
events this month. 

• Grafham Beer Festival - details on this page. 

• Adam’s talk on the Boer War - details on page 5. 

• Photo call for the 2014 calendar - details on page 7.  

The library article on page 3, looks interesting! 

Remember the early deadline for August is Thursday 11th 
July, so we can get the hard copies to the deliverers before 
the start of the school holidays.   Happy gossiping! 

                             Editors, editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

 NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH    
  On Wednesday 12th June a distraction  

burglary was attempted in 
Breach Road by a 40 year old 
female and a young male child 
believed to be aged 9 - it would 
appear that a similar incident 
occurred in Alconbury. 

 
 

 
 All emergencies 999   
 Non-emergencies 101     
 Cambridge Constabulary HQ 01480 456111 
 Minicom for hard of hearing 01480 422493 
 Crimestoppers 0800 555111 (anonymous) 
 Anti-social behaviour 01480 388379 
 To stop unwanted mail 0845 703 459 9 
 To stop unwanted phone calls 0845 070 0707 
 To report anti-social behaviour in Grafham 
 01480 388379 / 387097 or e-mail:  
 Barbara.gowling@huntsdc.gov.uk or    
 tracey.guinea@huntsdc.gov.uk 

James Snell 07951 069 565  
email: Jamie2701@aol.com                               

Councillors Peter Downes and 

Patricia Jordan and/or  

John Morris are available  

at the village hall  

from 11.15 to 11.45 on the first  

Saturday of the month.  

At other times contact: 
Peter.Downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  

tel 398082 

patricia.jordan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  

tel. 457802 
john.morris@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 

tel. 458818 

Twitter:  @johnmbrampton 

www.grafham.org.uk
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Grafham All Saints 
30th June (5th Sunday) 11.00 

Group Eucharist at Barham 
     _____________ 

7th July (1st Sunday) 11.00  

                     Family Service 

14th July (2nd Sunday) No service  

   at Grafham but 11.00 Eucharist  

                                   at Ellington  

21st July (3rd Sunday) 11.00 Eucharist  

28th July (4th Sunday)  No 8.00 Service at 

Grafham but 9.30  Eucharist at Spaldwick led 

by Rev. Stephen Bowring 
 ——————————————————————— 
4th August (1st Sunday) 11.00 Family Service  

Contacting the Clergy 
Fr Jonathan Young (Rector)   
The Rectory, Ellington, PE28 0AU 01480 891695 

Churchwarden -  Hazel Powell 01480 810326 

Gra�am Oil Syndicate  Grafham Oil Syndicate is now 18 months old 

and around 350,000 litres and £200,000 later, we have managed to collectively 
keep about £20,000 in our pockets, thanks to bulk purchasing. 

Grafham has 250 households, the majority dependent on oil. We have 125 mem-
bers which is fantastic and we hope that over time we have helped reduce slightly the amount of oil 
tanker traffic into and out of the village. It’s not too late to sign up so feel free to email relevant details to 
grafhamoil@gmail.com and you’re in.  Simon 

View from the Pew! 
We're half way through the year already and still 
waiting for summer! Luckily the weather was 
good to us on the day of the fête and £753 was 
raised.   The tea ladies sold out of scones, jam, 
cream and milk, much to their amazement! We 
were sorry not to able to run the tombola stall 
but although some very nice items were donat-
ed, there were not quite enough to make it 
worthwhile. However the stock we now have, has been 
safely stowed away for our mince pie morning at Christ-
mas time.    

We were very pleased to have the entries for the chil-
dren's miniature garden competition. First prizes went to 
Georgia Long and Robert Davidson and second prizes 
to Thomas Duckworth and Peter Davidson. Well done all 
of you; you had some delightful ideas in those little 

works of art!    

We owe thanks to Simon who ran the 
plant stall for us and also to Paul who 
sold £100 worth of plants from his front 
wall before the fête to donate to our 
funds. Paul is kindly selling plants for us 
instead of on the table in the church-

yard which we used to use. The Art and Sewing groups 
did good trade and kindly donated a percentage of their 
takings to us, so thank you to them both. We also wel-
comed the shop committee to have an opportunity to 
inform villagers about their project and to taste some 
products they plan to sell. 

On Sunday, our Coronation Service included some royal 
music and readings and the flower ladies had made red, 
white and blue arrangements. Pat's delicious "Queen 
Mother's" cake was served afterwards. 

On 10th June a bat survey was carried out by an ecol-

ogist. Sonic equipment and a video camera 
were employed to record the presence and spe-
cies of bat. Fortunately for us, very few bats 
were seen or heard and no roost could be iden-
tified. However a further survey will be needed 
in July to check whether roost-
ing is occurring at that time. 
The ecologist advised that we 
may proceed with the interior 
investigative works with cau-
tion very soon, having also 

received the go ahead from the Diocesan office and 
English Heritage. Following a pre-contract meeting with 
the PCC, the church architect, representatives from the 
building company carrying out the works and other pro-
fessionals, stage 1 works should start during July. 

Hazel our churchwarden and Margaret of Save All Saints 
both took part in the Hunts Community Radio "Over to 
You" programme last week to give an update on the res-
toration project and our fundraising.  The presenter kind-
ly suggested advertising our flower festival for us and 
asked if we would like to return at the end of the year to 
give a progress report on the restoration. 
On 28th July there will be no 8 am service. However all 
are invited to the Patronal Festival of St James at 
Spaldwick at 9.30 am when a Eucharist service will be 
led by Rev Stephen Bowring, vicar of Kimbolton.  
We are delighted that Jill Dighton has offered to take our 
family service on 7th July so we hope to have a good 
number in the congregation to welcome her.    

On 30th July, Jill's son Adam is giving a talk in the village 
hall at 8 pm.  Adam is a military history tutor and this 
should be a very interesting evening. Adam is kindly giv-
ing any donations to the restoration fund so do support 
him and us if you can. You will see Adam's advertise-
ment for his talk on page 5. 

www.grafham.org.uk
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PARISH NEWS…   

June 2013 
By the time you are reading this item you 
may have already noticed that work has 
been carried out to the street lighting in 
Grafham.  All of our lamps are being re-
newed, but the posts are not being 

changed and we are not losing 
any lamp-posts.  Because of 
this it was not necessary to consult with the 
Parish Council and this is why we received 
no correspondence. 

The Village Hall Project Committee has met 
with a representative from ACRE (Action with 
Communities in Rural England). This was, 
primarily to discuss the plans and the viability 
given the estimated cost of the project.  
ACRE are clear that funding is likely to be 

available and have offered assistance in pitching fund-
ing bids in the right way to improve the chances of suc-
cess.  It is probable that the project will need to be man-
aged by at least one and possibly two project manag-
ers.  If you have, or know of anyone who has these 
skills, the Parish Council would like to hear from you. 

The Community Shop committee reported that sales of 

shares are beginning to take off.  
Thirty-four have now been sold.  A 
£2000 bursary has been received to 
help with set-up costs and profes-
sional fees. The most urgent re-
quirements now are a lease for the 
land at the village hall and planning 
permission to site the shop at the village hall. Once 
these are in place, fund-raising can begin in earnest.  
The committee will be attending Ellington Gala 

where they hope to increase membership significantly.  
Several people from Ellington have already volunteered 
their services which,  together with Grafham’s volun-
teers, brings the total to around 35. 

Work to two ash trees in Hartham Close has been rec-
ommended for approval. Sadly, these trees are showing 
signs of ash dieback disease and the work on the trees 
is partly to help rescue them. 

Cllr David King will be attending the next County/District 
Council surgery which is on Saturday 6th July at the vil-
lage hall in the morning. 

The date of the next Parish Council meeting is Tuesday 
9th July 2013 at 7.30pm in the village hall. 
       

          Margaret Life, Parish Clerk     01480 819477  
                      margaret_life_grafham@yahoo.co.uk 

 Full minutes can be read on the village web site www.grafhamvillage.org.uk    

You may contact your parish councillors through the clerk or directly by using the details below. 

Philip Allingham Chairman 01480 811516 philip_allingham@sky.com 
Ian Gardener Vice Chair 01480 812821 idg@asc-geomatics.co.uk   Andrew Duckworth andrew.duckworth1@tesco.net                   
David King 01480 812430 davidking@hawkeyesystems.com         Alastair Watson Alastair.watson403@btinternet.com                 
Kevin Sharp kevin.sharp@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk        Jenny Barnes 07788 545197 jennyanddoug@btinternet.com 

Cambridgeshire Libraries 
Following the success at a recent e-tech event at  
Central Library, we are offering another opportunity for 
you to test drive a range of e-book readers. This time 
the event is at: 
Huntingdon Library on Monday 15 July 11am - 1.00pm. 
Experts will be on hand to help anyone wanting to know 
more about e-book readers, tablets and other devices 
that can be used to download e-books. 

E-books are now available from Cambridgeshire Librar-
ies - library members just need a computer, e-book 
reader, tablet or smartphone to download them. 

The Cromwell Museum is going to be the scene for a 
bloody battle on Saturday 20th July, when the battle of 
Dunbar is fought again, but this time in miniature. 
 The battle was fought on 3rd September 1650 and is 
regarded by many as Cromwell's greatest military victo-
ry. The Huntingdon War Games Society will be playing 
the battle out and inviting visitors to join in. 
The museum has just had its 500,000th visitor since  
we opened in 1962. Visitors have come from all over  
the world in that time, as well as from close to home.  

 
Cromwell at Dunbar by Andrew Carrick Gow 1886 
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GRAFHAM VILLAGE HALL 
has a Public Entertainments Licence for music, 
dancing, performing arts and can accommodate 
92 guests seated in rows or 150 at a dance/disco 
- an ideal venue for children's and family parties. 
There is a playing field for sports activities and 
the hall has small changing rooms with shower facilities. 

Contacts: Pat or Alan Watson 01480 811166 

Open from 7.30am   Breakfast club 2 ½ -11yrs 

      Playgroup 2½ - 5 yrs 

      Mucky Pups (parent /toddlers) 

     For details tel: 01480 890077 

www.playtimesplaygroup.co.uk 

Grafham Social Committee 
invites you to a Coffee Morning at 
10.30am on Wednesday, July 10th at 
Karen Stewart’s, 2 Home Close. This is 
an infomal social occasion for village 
residents. Please come along for a cup 
of coffee and a chat. 

Grafham Church Flower Club 
We are available to decorate the church for weddings and 
other church occasions. 

Floral arrangements for:-   
pedestal, altar, font, windowsills,  
pew ends, pillars. 

Please contact Hazel Powell on 

01480 810326 for details and quotes. 

If anyone in the village has foliage in their garden that they 
would be willing to donate for church decoration for festi-
vals, please let us know, we would be very grateful. 

Ellington and Grafham W.I. 
Join the growing team! We meet on the 
first Tuesday in the month. Ring:  
Sue 896139 or Ann 891372 for details 

The Mobile Library 
Route H24 visits Breach Road,  
Grafham on the 4th Wednesday of  
every month from 10.40 to 11.00. The next visits 
are on 17h July. 
For renewals/ enquiries call 0845 045 5225 or click on 

https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/

MSGTRN/OPAC/LOGINB 

Grafham Sewing Group 
Village Hall, Wednesdays 2 - 4pm  
A group for those who enjoy needlework of 
any sort be it quilting, tapestry, knitting or 
anything else requiring the use of needles! 
Complete beginners also welcome. 

Our purpose is threefold, to provide a focus for your 
needlework, to allow the exchange of ideas and  
expertise, and last, but not least, it is an opportunity to 
get to know likeminded people. 

A small charge is made to cover the hall hire. 

For further details contact Barbara Williams 
01480 812905 or barbara_r_w@hotmail.com 

Babysitters  

Nicci 14yrs 811279     Meri - 15 yrs 811192  
Kate 17yrs - babysitting course 812179          
Livvy 14yrs - babysitting course 819708 
Kirsty 18yrs - babysitting course 810550  
Georgie 14yrs - babysitting course 432688 
Harriet 16yrs 810043 Emma 17yrs 860632 
Caroline 17yrs - works in reception class 812179 
Holly 16yrs 810867 baby sitting and first aid courses 

Olivia 23yrs - BA Early Childhood Studies 811831 
Felicity 22yrs -Grade B GCSE Child Development 812328 
Bryony 17yrs experienced with newborn-14yr olds 812354  

Grafham Wildlife 
and Conservation Group 
Regional winners of the BTCV Green Award 
2006 & 2007 invite you to carry out woodland 
conservation. Contact Sam Malt 01480 
810844 daytime, 01480 811654 evenings 
http://www.grafhamconservationgroup.btik.com 

Grafham and Ellington Art GroupGrafham and Ellington Art GroupGrafham and Ellington Art Group   
 Grafham Village Hall, Every Tuesday 1.30-4pm 
 Calling all those who want to meet and paint 
  with like minded people on a regular basis.   

   Beginners and those with more  
   skills are all more than welcome.  

                    Cost: Expected to be about  
                  £2 to cover hall hire and refreshments. 

Come along with your paints and equipment! Please ring me 

if you’d like further details. Jackie Woods 01480 890279              

Do you enjoy reading?  
Come along and join us for informal  
social evenings. We are always looking for 
new members. Dates of meetings are:- 

Tuesday July 30th – Sue, 3 Church Road. Grafham 
(01480 812179) 

No meeting in August  

We normally meet on the last Tuesday of every month. For 
more details please contact  

Tina 07711 012957 or Val 07761 137012 
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Grafham Cricket Club  
The second home game of the season was played 
against Bedford Hospital Wanderers on the last Sat-
urday in May. Bedford Hospital Wanderers opened 
the batting and were soon in trouble at 33 for 5, 
caused by 2 run-outs, and 3 catches, but then the 
inevitable happened, two batsman who had hardly 
scored all season went on scored over a 100 runs be-
fore the next wicket fell. Tom Chester and Adi Love 
were the pick of the Grafham bowlers, Tom finishing on 
3 wkts for 31, and Adi on 4wkts for 40. Bedford Hospital 
Wanderers completed their innings on 215 for 9. 

Grafham’s response was steady, but apart from an ex-
hilarating flourish of 4 6s in Rob Forsdick’s 40, Grafham 
never looked like making the Bedford Hospital Wander-
ers score, and were all out for 100. 

In the away game against Bedford Malayalees, 
Grafham’s batting was entirely different. The Malaya-
lees has two genuine quick bowlers who could have 
made batting a torrid affair, on a pitch that was green 
and which allowed the ball to seam both ways. The 
opening pair of Duncan Palmer and Adam Dighton built 
a solid start of 34, before Adam was caught at deep mid 
off. Will Lancaster, the next bat then proceeded to be-
come the star of the Grafham batting by scoring 75 not 
out: aided and abetted by the rest of the team with ex-
tras to score 173 for 9. 

Tom Chester and Adam Dighton 
opened the Grafham bowling and 
were successful in limiting the Malaya-
lees scoring. It was during this period 
of bowling that the Malayalees open-
ing bat gloved a ball to the Grafham 
wicket keeper, who caught it. The 

batsman was about to walk, but when he saw the um-
pire was not giving him out; he stayed. This act altered 
the whole tenor of the game. Although the Malayalees 
lost wickets steadily, they managed to pass the 
Grafham total in the fading twilight. It was the batsman 
who everyone on the Grafham side concluded was out 
when he had scored 10, then went on to score an 
“unbeaten” 76, giving the Malayalees the game. All the 
Grafham players had a strong sense of feeling cheated. 

The next game against Riseley was Tom Chester’s first 
victory as Captain. The all round bowling performance 
of the Grafham team limited Riseley to being all out on 
79, with Adi Love being the top wicket taker with 4, with 
Chris Dighton with 2. Will Lancaster again topped the 
batting with 47 not out, with Grafham getting the neces-
sary 80 runs for the loss of 2 wkts. 

Home Game in July    

13th July 2013 starts 2.30pm  
Grafham CC vrs Bedford Lions 

                                                                        Chris Dighton  

Boer War: Ac�on, Intrigue and the  

Wri�ng of History 
A talk to be given by 

Mr. Adam Dighton MA BA (Hons.) 

(Module Tutor in Military History at the University of Salford,  

guest lecturer at the Fusilier Museum, Bury, and PhD candidate) 

Held on 

30th July 2013 in the Gra�am Village Hall  

Star�ng at 8.00pm and las�ng for 50 minutes 

Free Entry 

Dona�ons accepted for the Save All Saints Appeal  
Lord Robert, 1st Lord of Kandahar 

Friday 4th July 
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- Don't leave your home unprotected -   
Introducing the latest Enforcer "intelligent" wireless Burglar Alarm System by Pyronix. 

   * Installed in a few hours              * No cables              * No mess                          
   * Outbuildings/sheds/garages can be included on a house system (subject to distance) 
   * The system can be used to protect vulnerable items stored outside of the house as well 
   * Texts sent to your mobile when activated (if required) 
   * Installed by our own engineers who live and are known locally 
   * All that’s required is a mains supply for the Control Panel and a live telephone socket, if you wish to receive texts  
   * Hawkeye is a local company established in 1983 

For a free no obligation survey followed by written quotation please call: 01480 811276 or  
email info@hawkeyesystems.com 

An engineer (not salesman) will explain how the system will work, how other areas or items outside the house can be protected 
and how the system will be configured to suit your own application. If you have any particular applications you would like to con-

sider please do not hesitate to call. 

We are a friendly company who treat others as we ourselves would wish to be treated, we do not follow up  
quotations with telephone calls unless asked to do so. 

All information is held in the strictest confidence. 

Hawkeye Security & Surveillance Systems Ltd 
Huntingdon Business Centre 
Blackstone Road 
Huntingdon 
Cambs 
PE29 6EF 

Your advert could be  

 

here!   

Email:  

 editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

                   PERRY FÊTE 
Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions Club are holding their  

                    Annual Fête 
The Wheatsheaf, Perry  

 26th August  
12 noon to 4pm  

Visit the many Stalls 

Tombolas, Cakes, Bric a Brac,  
Books, Toys, Jewellery,  

Crafts, Wood Turning, Raffles,  
Face Painting, Candy Floss  

Hog Roast etc. 
In the garden there are games for all the family  

Bouncy Castle, Coconut Shy,  
Penalty Shoot out,  

Tin Can Alley and more 

All proceeds from the fête will be  
donated to the Lions Adventure Club,  
held at Grafham Water Centre  
for children aged 8 to13yrs 

Come along for a fun day out for all the 
family on Bank Holiday Monday. 

For further information telephone,  
Lion Keith Chandler on 01480 812920 

Car repairs 
Servicing 
Welding 
MOT preparation 
Blacksmithing 
No VAT!                     

     
01480 810844 (work)   
01480 811654 (home) 

Logs (Fully Seasoned) 
By the load or half load 
By the net or the bag 
Kindling and fire-starters 

Malt Acre, Church Road, 
Grafham, PE28 0BB 
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Spaldwick’s Youth Group 
Friday evenings in Spaldwick see  

http://www.grafham.org.uk/Escape Youth Group  
for more details 

Do you have any events to advertise?  
Email the details to  
editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  
and copy to   
diary@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

We’ll print them in the Grafham Gossip  
and add them to the Village Diary on the web site. 

FREE to good home  

Rectangular trampoline  

measuring 3.8m x 2.00m 

If interested please call Jenny 

or John on 811279 

 Anyone for Tennis? 
Grafham Tennis Club  

Thursdays 19.30 -21.30  
                on the 

all weather facility,  

Grafham 

   All adults interested please come 

   along for a bit of fun and exercise  

 HUNTINGDON CONSERVATIVE  
ASSOCIATION (GRAFHAM BRANCH) 

SUMMER BBQ 

     

You are invited to a Summer BBQ  

on Sunday 18th August 2013 from 1230 to 4pm  
at 

Braefield House, 18 Church Road, Grafham  
(by kind invitation of Frances and Paul Knight) 

Tickets £12.50 to include BBQ, desserts and a 
glass of wine (children under 10 half price) 

RSVP to Paul Knight at above address  
or tel 01480  811727 

(Please make cheques payable to  
HCCA Grafham Branch) 

Photos Please - 2014 Grafham Calendar 
The SAS committee is producing a  
calendar for 2014, to sell in aid of the 
church restoration, and would like your 
help.  We are looking for photos that  
represent life in Grafham be it scenic, 
unique or funny.  The photos should not 
have been used before in a Grafham  
calendar or card and must be submitted 
by the photographer.  Landscape rather 
than portrait orientation will work best 
with the layout of the calendar.   

Please forward photographs to vjw.hillfarm@btconnect.com by 31st July 2013.   
Any queries, please ring Valerie Williams on 01480 812794.   
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Grafham ResidentGrafham ResidentGrafham ResidentGrafham Resident 

Letters to the Editors Letters to the Editors Letters to the Editors Letters to the Editors Dear EditorsDear EditorsDear EditorsDear Editors    …………    
Let’s stick to the factsLet’s stick to the factsLet’s stick to the factsLet’s stick to the facts    
I was disappointed to read another letter regarding speeding in the village that was full of inaccu-
racies and virtually devoid of fact. Over the last few editions of the Grafham Gossip the letters’ 
page has been dominated by opinions on this matter without being armed with the correct information. As a Parish 
Councillor and father of a 7 year old son, speeding is something that I take very seriously but I choose only to deal 
with the facts. 
Mr Smith raised his concerns at one of our meetings as did others. As a result, the Council were kindly leant a 
speed gun for a limited time, by Councillor Downes, to measure the extent of the problem. Unlike the suggestion 
from Mr Smith, the recordings were taken during the week at peak times and at the weekend at various locations 
around the village so that a representative set of results could be obtained. The results are published for all to see 
on the Grafham website. 
We would all like to see motorists drive with care and attention and within the legal speed limit through our village. 
From my point of view, the results overwhelmingly show that the vast majority of motorists do this (allowing for +/- 
10% error on equipment). 
Unfortunately it neither helps deal with speeding nor presents the truth when less than half the story is reported 
and the content is based on opinion and hearsay. In order to present an accurate representation I would hope that 
in future people ensure that they are in full possession of the facts before committing pen to paper. 

                                                                                                              Andrew Duckworth, The WyvernAndrew Duckworth, The WyvernAndrew Duckworth, The WyvernAndrew Duckworth, The Wyvern                                                                      

All the dates that the survey was carried out, together with the results, are available for everyone to All the dates that the survey was carried out, together with the results, are available for everyone to All the dates that the survey was carried out, together with the results, are available for everyone to All the dates that the survey was carried out, together with the results, are available for everyone to 
read on the village website. Click read on the village website. Click read on the village website. Click read on the village website. Click herehereherehere    to see them.  Edto see them.  Edto see them.  Edto see them.  Ed    

Speeding Speeding Speeding Speeding     
Hi all, I received a letter from the parish council today,14/06/2013, in regard to comments I have made in the 
Grafham Gossip. Apparently, I have made libellous remarks about the parish council, being able to prove who the 
speeders are and where they live has ruffled a few feathers. At a meeting with the parish council, I told them the 
times of day that the speeding through the village is more prevalent. The parish council conducted its speed check 
on a Saturday even though people had said they would give up some of their time, including myself to do the 
speed check, thinking it would be done during the week to actually catch the speeders. Grafham would be a very 
nice place to live, many people who live here have made their feelings known about the speeders, unfortunately 
your feeling and mine will carry no weight as it would appear the only people concerned about the speeding prob-
lem is those who mentioned it. The parish council say I have made personal remarks about certain parish council-
lors. In the letters I have emailed to the Grafham Gossip, not once have I said anything about any person or any 
member of the parish council. They have said my remarks were erroneous and at worst verging on libellous. If any 
members of the parish council live on Breach Road then I am sure they are very aware of the speeding, I would lay 
money on most of the speeders knowing each other young and old alike, obviously giving the Breach Road speed-
ers the moniker of the Breach Road Speeders Club has caused a stir. To that end I would apologise to any Breach 
Road or Grafham resident who drives sensibly, who may feel I am tarring you all with the 
same brush. To those who like to see how fast they can exit the village, keep it up, one day 
you will cause an accident or kill someone.  In the meantime for those of us that are genuine-
ly concerned, it would appear we are on our own.                                                                                 
 

World War II in Grafham World War II in Grafham World War II in Grafham World War II in Grafham     
I  very much enjoyed the May issue, full of interest but did anything of note ever happen in Grafham during World 
War II?  Are there any photographs of incidents within Grafham?  Being a member of Grafham Church, I have no-
ticed several plaques and memorials of local men who served and died in both World Wars. It would be interesting 
to see if anything does exist. Look forward to the next issue with interest as always.        

                                                                                                                                                
Thanks for your feedback; we like to know what our readers prefer to read. Thanks for your feedback; we like to know what our readers prefer to read. Thanks for your feedback; we like to know what our readers prefer to read. Thanks for your feedback; we like to know what our readers prefer to read.     
We have published quite a few articles on Grafham over the years, originally called Grafham Gen , We have published quite a few articles on Grafham over the years, originally called Grafham Gen , We have published quite a few articles on Grafham over the years, originally called Grafham Gen , We have published quite a few articles on Grafham over the years, originally called Grafham Gen , 
from about 2005 , most of which were provided by Grafham’s local historian Sam. It might be worth from about 2005 , most of which were provided by Grafham’s local historian Sam. It might be worth from about 2005 , most of which were provided by Grafham’s local historian Sam. It might be worth from about 2005 , most of which were provided by Grafham’s local historian Sam. It might be worth 
us repeating these articles for residents who have moved into the village since then, or for those of us us repeating these articles for residents who have moved into the village since then, or for those of us us repeating these articles for residents who have moved into the village since then, or for those of us us repeating these articles for residents who have moved into the village since then, or for those of us 
who would like to be reminded of them. What are your views on that? If anyone  has interesting who would like to be reminded of them. What are your views on that? If anyone  has interesting who would like to be reminded of them. What are your views on that? If anyone  has interesting who would like to be reminded of them. What are your views on that? If anyone  has interesting     
information or photos of Grafham’s past , please let us know .  Thanks Ed.information or photos of Grafham’s past , please let us know .  Thanks Ed.information or photos of Grafham’s past , please let us know .  Thanks Ed.information or photos of Grafham’s past , please let us know .  Thanks Ed.       
                                                                                      More letters on the facing page!More letters on the facing page!More letters on the facing page!More letters on the facing page!    

Paul Smith, Brampton RdPaul Smith, Brampton RdPaul Smith, Brampton RdPaul Smith, Brampton Rd  

http://files.grafham.org.uk/docs/notice%20borad/Grafham%20Speed%20survey1.pdf
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The Pratt family home in Grafham The Pratt family home in Grafham The Pratt family home in Grafham The Pratt family home in Grafham ----    do you have any information about it?do you have any information about it?do you have any information about it?do you have any information about it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My great-grandmother, Susan Pratt, daughter of William Pratt, was born in Grafham in 1857. The house in the pho-
tograph is supposedly her family home in Grafham. Her mother was Lucy Cook. Both William and Lucy were from 
Gloucestershire.  Neither appear to have died in Grafham. 

I have no idea why or how Susan Pratt came to the United States. She married Robert Holliday Candler in 1875 in 
Illinois, about an hour drive (on today’s roads) from St. Louis.  Susan Pratt and Robert Candler ultimately produced 
eleven children, most of whom lived and died near their birthplace in west-central Illinois. One settled in Vancouver, 
Canada, another in Arizona. Many were either farmers, or married to farmers.   

Robert Candler’s father was Cant Candler, from Seamer, near Scarborough, North Riding, in Yorkshire. 

If anyone knows anything about the Pratt family or has any information about Susan Pratt’s siblings. I would very 

much appreciate hearing of it.  (Please email editor@ grafhamgossip.co.uk    Ed.)(Please email editor@ grafhamgossip.co.uk    Ed.)(Please email editor@ grafhamgossip.co.uk    Ed.)(Please email editor@ grafhamgossip.co.uk    Ed.) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           Regards, Stephen ComfortRegards, Stephen ComfortRegards, Stephen ComfortRegards, Stephen Comfort----Mason, St. Louis, Missouri  Mason, St. Louis, Missouri  Mason, St. Louis, Missouri  Mason, St. Louis, Missouri      
                                                                                                                                                

Grafham Sporting ProwessGrafham Sporting ProwessGrafham Sporting ProwessGrafham Sporting Prowess            
I read with interest the exploits of Jonathan Railton at Donning-
ton Park. Well done Jonathan, bringing notice of the existence 
of Grafham within sport. Just like Simone (aka Riley) who also 
brought attention to the sporting prowess of our younsters. Are 
there any more youngsters (or oldies) hiding their lights under 
a bushel somewhere? Don’t be shy! come forth and let us all 
know!     
 

    
    
    

What are  your news, views and comments?  What are  your news, views and comments?  What are  your news, views and comments?  What are  your news, views and comments?      
EEEE----mail: mail: mail: mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk if you’d like your letter  published in ‘Letters to the Editors.’  if you’d like your letter  published in ‘Letters to the Editors.’  if you’d like your letter  published in ‘Letters to the Editors.’  if you’d like your letter  published in ‘Letters to the Editors.’  
Please supply your name and address/email address but tell us if you’d prefer us not to Please supply your name and address/email address but tell us if you’d prefer us not to Please supply your name and address/email address but tell us if you’d prefer us not to Please supply your name and address/email address but tell us if you’d prefer us not to     print it in the print it in the print it in the print it in the 
Grafham Gossip.  TGrafham Gossip.  TGrafham Gossip.  TGrafham Gossip.  Thanks , Edhanks , Edhanks , Edhanks , Ed                                                                                                            

Grafham ResidentGrafham ResidentGrafham ResidentGrafham Resident 
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 To advertise! Email: gossip@grafhamvillage.org.uk 

        ANGELS    
                         Frances Knight 
                      Delicious home cooking for every occasion 

                    parties, buffets, dinner parties,  
                   christenings, weddings and funerals 

                  Tel: 01480 810457 Mob: 07759438178 
                                Email: feknight@live.co.uk 

 

Grafham Computers 
  
Web: www.grafhamcomputers.co.uk 
Email: info@grafhamcomputers.co.uk 

                     Tel: 01480 810381  
                       Mob: 07795663168 

• Desktop PC Repairs & Upgrades     

• Virus Removal 

• Laptop Repairs & Upgrades          

• Data Transfer & Recovery 

• Slow Computers Made Faster          

• Wireless Broadband Issues Solved 

 

Shamim and his team look forward to  

welcoming you at the newly refurbished  

Cinnamon Bar and Indian Restaurant 

Remember Thursday night is  
 Banquet Night!  01480 812211                               

 
If you’re struggling to find the right words to 

make your business idea stand out from  

the crowd, Ben’s Write Solution brings you 

something smart and effective.   

Whether you need words for a website,  

an innovative media campaign  

– or even someone to edit a CV –  

get in touch today for a free quote.  

The next early 

deadline  is  

midnight on 

Thursday: 

11th July  

Thanks Ed.Thanks Ed.Thanks Ed.Thanks Ed.    
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Thank you for recycling 
We would like to thank you and residents throughout Cam-
bridgeshire for recycling 54% of your waste. This puts us 
well above the national average of 39% and on track to 
meeting our target of 60% by 2020. 

You may have heard recent news of problems at the Me-
chanical Biological Treatment (MBT) plant in Waterbeach. 
This machine was built to separate and process ‘black bag’ 
waste in Cambridgeshire. When working, the plant pulls out 
items which can be processed to reduce the volume of 
waste sent to landfill by half, whilst also capturing green-
house gas emissions. Unfortunately, part of the turning 
equipment for this machine suffered serious mechanical 
failure in September 2012.   

Work is underway to manufacture the new parts required to 
rebuild the machinery and to prepare the plant for installation, which is due to be completed before the end of 2013. In the 
meantime we’d like to remind you that the breakdown at the MBT only affects how ‘black bag’ waste is dealt with. Therefore we 
urge you to continue to recycle as much as possible through your normal household recycling service, which is collected and 
processed in the usual way. Recycling as much as possible reduces both the amount of waste going to landfill and demand on 
natural resources. 

We would like to reassure you that the PFI contract the County Council has in place with the MBT contractor means the authori-
ty, and therefore council tax payers are protected from any additional costs incurred because of the breakdown. 

You can find out more about the Journey of Waste at the annual Recycling Open Day on Saturday 13 July from 10am to 
4pm at AmeyCespa's Waterbeach site, just off the A10 between Cambridge and Ely.  

At the event you can take a guided coach tour of the site; join a walking tour of the new Materials Recycling Facility; enjoy plant 
and vehicle displays; find out how to reuse and recycle more of your waste and take part in activities for all the family. Entry is 
free. 

If you would like more information about the MBT, please contact the AmeyCespa Press Office on 01865 713240 or email 
press.office@ameycespa.com For more information about the Recycling Open Day phone 01223 861010 or visit 
www.recap.co.uk.  
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Paul's Private Hire and Chauffeur Service 
Van Diemens Way, Grafham, 

Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 0GB 

Tel. 01480 811594 Mobile 07795 296281 
Email paul.blanchard439@btinternet.com 

Travel in style via Mercedes cars 
to your destinations 

JEZ ASHCROFT 
Coving & Artexing Any Pattern 

Plastering & Decorating 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Tel: home 01480 812461 

mob: 07708031493 

BSM Driving Instructor 
    DSA Approved, Pass Plus Registered 
        Living locally in Grafham 
                Call John Sisseman for details 

                          Tel. 07806 941675 

BSM 

Grafham Plumbing and Heating Services 
Clint Thomas-Morgan 

All work guaranteed - 24hr call-out 
Professional, friendly and reliable 

01480 812590 - 07799 640476 
info@grafhamplumbingandheating.co.uk 

Oftec trained and registered technician 
New high efficiency condensing boilers fitted 

New bunded oil tanks fitted, including concrete bases 
Disposal of old tanks 

            Boiler service (standard or condensing) 
Improve your central heating system now - save money in the future 

 Midnight on  
Thursday 11th July  

is the early deadline for the  
August 2013 issue. 

Thanks, Ed.Thanks, Ed.Thanks, Ed.Thanks, Ed.    

To advertise e-mail:  
editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Community notices are free; business  
adverts are priced according to size,  

payable in advance.  
They start at £3.00 per advert, 50p of which 

goes to the  
Restoration Fund of All Saints, Grafham  

 PET & WILD BIRD FOOD 

www.petfoodsdirect2u.co.uk 

 GRAFHAM WATER 

(NEXT TO THE VISITOR CENTRE) 

WIDE RANGE AT LOW PRICES 

OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY 09.00-17.30 

TEL:01480 819730 

FREE PARKING & FREE DELIVERY 

               
       www.ctheresults.co.uk 

        Claire Long 01480 819201 or 07900 403396 
      Beauty Treatments from the 
     comfort of your own home 

Minx nails now available 

Willow Tree Dog Grooming 
Professional mobile dog groomer   

 City and Guilds qualified  

 based in Grafham  

 Call Sara 0792507892 

Kevin Hutchinson 
• Reliable Local Carpenter and Joiner 

• All carpentry work undertaken 

• Fitted kitchens, new doors, wood flooring  

   and much more     • No job too small 

Tel: 01480 811863/07889 414274 


